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Give what you cannot keep 

to gain what you cannot lose
As our Stewardship Campaign for the 2004 year comes to its completion, the Stewardship Committee wishes to thank all of those who shared in the work of the campaign. Many hands came together to help us interpret the wise use of the gifts that God has granted us. To date $493,384 has been estimated towards giving in the next year. These estimates are very important in planning. They indicate our willingness to grow in the Lord and make a commitment to disciplined living. If you have not yet returned an estimate card or misplaced yours, please call the church office (238-6135) and ask that a card be mailed to you. The Stewardship Committee thanks you for your following of the Lord in this area of your life.
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& church dollars

Wise stewardship includes being frugal with energy usage in the church. We are attempting to do so in several ways and ask for your help. Except for the times of worship services, the following doors need to be closed in order to conserve heat within the building. Those doors are: At the back entrance, the one at the top of the steps leading into the main office and the one at the lower end of the steps across from Greg’s office; in the atrium, the double set doors leading into the atrium area need to be closed at all times in order to create that dead space so that energy cannot escape.

In the sanctuary, fans are left on in order to move the heat from the upper part of the sanctuary down. There are two settings on those fans, one for summer which forces the air down, the other for winter which draws air up bringing the heat down. This keeps us from heating the ceiling, but not the floor.

A continued reminder to please turn off lights when you leave rooms and to close all of the blinds in a room during a winter after the room has been used. The blinds serve as an insulation barrier between window and room space.

All of these actions help us to reduce our energy costs and to more wisely use the monies that are given to the work of the Lord.

( Notes from the Nurses (
A resolution we can all keep
      The holidays are over, you've spent all your energies making sure everything has been enjoyable for everyone and now it's time to think of yourself.  After all, God has given us only one body and although medical advances have been able to provide some replacement parts, it's all you've got.  

     Consider doing one thing that will benefit you this coming year.  Don't try to make drastic New Year's Resolutions that you won't stick to longer than a week.  Some suggestions: lose 5 or 10 pounds and keep it off, go to bed a half hour earlier each night, quit smoking, take up an activity you've been wanting to try, give up an activity that is taking too much of your energies, cut back on your fat intake, take a walk three times a week.  You know what you need, now figure out how to accomplish it.  What do you need to do to improve yourself physically and mentally? Just remember, it takes 4 to 6 weeks for something to become a habit.

     A good start is to come and see us and have your blood pressure checked.  We will be in the parlor on Sunday, January 11 between services.  Hope to see you there!

May God bless you this new year!

       

Betsy Mowry and Gail Spence

“Start and Lead” workshop

aims to develop teen leaders

On Thursday, January 22nd from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm,  SUMC will be hosting a workshop called “Start and Lead.”   Greg will be working with the Strongsville schools and parents in encouraging teen-leaders who might be interested in planning and carrying out a major community service project within the city of Strongsville, to participate in this life-changing workshop.  

Mike Nygren will be traveling from the Dayton area to teach us the seven essential keys in developing a community service outreach program.  Mike has over 30 years of experience in working with and developing teen-leaders.  He's received two presidential awards from Bill Clinton and George Bush for his leadership in the area of youth ministry.  Mike is also nationally known for starting The Clubhouse, an after-school teen-leadership program, and The School of Urban Studies, of which he now serves as executive director.  Mike is perhaps best known for starting a youth ministry at Ginghamsburg UMC with twenty teens, and leaving several years later with over 500 teens active in the youth ministry. 

This workshop is for all adults, college students, and teenagers who are interested in creating real change in our community through service.  You will come away with practical insights on how to assess the needs of our community, and start the process of planning and serving as soon as you walk out the door.  This is not theory; these are tried, tested and practical steps to take in changing the world around you.  The cost of $25.00 will pay for your lunch, training and notebook. 

Please mark your calendars and plan on being with us for this monumental workshop.  Call or email Greg Grimwood if you have any questions.  Let's begin dreaming together of the possibilities....

Greg Grimwood
Home Phone:  440-526-0934  Church Phone:  440-238-6135   Email: GregG@StrongsvilleUMC.org
From Pastor Paula’s Desk

New Each Day
Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, 
for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  

Lamentations 2:22-23
 
How many of us start the new year saying, "This year I am going to....." We then go on to cite a list of resolutions, goals, plans for the new year. Suddenly we find ourselves three weeks into the new year and saying, "On February 1st, I will ........"
 
Aren't you glad God doesn't say the same thing a few weeks after a new year begins? Instead we find God coming to us each day with new love, new compassion and new mercies for the new day.
We never have to wait till tomorrow for His love. For the gift from God to us is that His love is not only new each day, but each moment of the day. It can't be stored up. It has an unending supply.
 
Let me use an illustration from the book of Exodus. The Israelites have been complaining they have no food. We find them just several days into their journey to the Promised Land. God hears their complaining and provides manna. The instructions from God are to gather enough for one day only, except on the day before the Sabbath, then they are to gather enough for that day and the Sabbath day. Do they listen? Some do, but those who gather too much and save it for the next day arise to manna filled with maggots. YUCK!   Still others go out on the Sabbath to gather, and oops, nothing there!  They hadn't listened!
 
The manna was given fresh and new each day. And even though none was gathered on the Sabbath, what they had gathered in preparation allowed them to start the day with fresh manna.

As we begin a new year we may each have our own list, but let us be realistic; even if we find ourselves slipping, we have the opportunity to begin again! Each minute of the day provides us with a new beginning, a fresh start, another chance, not because we deserve it; but because it comes to us as a gift from God.
Begin this new year not just with a list, but with the knowledge of God as the giver of new beginnings!  

Blessings as you begin the new year!

(For further study: Exodus 16)
 

Friday Fellowship


Please mark your calendars for Friday, January 16 and plan to join us at the Senior Center for lunch at noon. Our speaker will be Joan Southgate, who will give us a history of the Underground Railroad in Ohio. Please make your reservations with Betty Smith, and plan to bring a friend.

Birthdays

Jan. 1
Barb Krivos

Jan. 9
Ruth Crissinger, Eileen Bambam

Jan. 14
Bob Smith

Jan. 18
Dale Elgin

Jan. 20
Frieda Kara

Jan. 21
Kiyomi Schultz

Jan. 25
Rachel Knauss

Thought for the Day

Worrying is like a rocking chair – it’ll give you something to do, but it won’t get you anywhere.
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Dine With Nine

Tired of the cold? Take some time to warm up with
others from the congregation by signing up for our dinner group, DINE WITH NINE!

This group meets once a month for three months (minimum) for dinner, conversation and some laughter! Each month the dinner is hosted by a different member of the group, with everyone else bringing a part of the meal. A  short devotion, dinner and some fun make a great way to enjoy a cold winter evening. Any singles or couples age 18 
and older are welcomed to be a part of the group. A new group is forming now, so contact Pastor Paula (238-6135 or paulak@strongsvilleumc.org) or Bryan and Sarah Salisbury (440-268-9107)  Come join the fun!

United Methodist Women


Strongsville United Methodist Women will host their annual Installation and Membership Celebration on Monday, January 26th in Tiber Hall.  Dinner will be at 6:15 pm with the installation and program to follow (cost of dinner is $5.00). 


All ladies of the church are invited to come and participate in the fellowship of our united mission work through the Women’s Division, as well as local giving.

Thank you for books!
A big thank you to all who donated books for the MetroHealth Reach Out and Read program. Your response was overwhelming. Almost 2000 books were collected and donated. The program will continue in 2004 with books going to MetroHealth and also to West Side Community House, which is trying to get a children’s library started. We hope that you will continue to support our program. There is a collection box in the atrium.

Hannah Circle

Come join Hannah circle for a night of yoga presented
by Kim Wasielewski.  We will be joining one of Kim's
yoga classes Monday, January 26th from 7:00 to 8:30.  We will
be meeting at Kim's studio at 11309 State Rd. (near
Wallings) - park in back.  Please wear comfortable
clothes and bring a blanket or beach towel and a pillow.  There will be no childcare for this meeting.

Elizabeth Circle

Elizabeth Circle will be having a night out at Buca di Beppo Restaurant here in Strongsville at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 5th.  Call Dianne Powell to RSVP (572-9751).

United Methodist Men


Calling all men!  Mark January 19th on your calendars because you won’t want to miss the famous (or infamous) UMM Chili Supper. We will meet at 6:30 pm in Tiber Hall.  Watch the bulletin for further details, or contact Paul Wells ((572-1415). 

Congratulations!


Jason Fiest graduated from the University of Toledo in December with a degree in mechanical engineering.  Jason is the son of Bob & Diane Nickle.  Congratulations, Jason!


Congratulations also to Kristen Domino and Benjamin Scott, who were inducted into the National Honor Society at Strongsville High School on November 16th. Those selected for membership in NHS have exhibited leadership in their school and community as well as having maintained high academic standards.  We are proud of these outstanding students.

Prayerwalking

Have you heard of prayerwaling? Interested in being a part of it?? Walking and praying -- what a way to get physically and spiritually fit in the new year. Watch your bulletin and newsletter in the coming weeks for more information!

Building Committee takes important step

Architect-contractor team chosen

The Building Committee is happy to report the selection of an architect/contractor team to design and build our new church facility!  Myers Associates Architects from Medina and the Knoch Corporation from Canton have been chosen from a field of three well-qualified design/build team finalists. The Myers/Knoch team have worked together on numerous projects including churches, college buildings, and commercial buildings.  The committee is confidant that Myers’ award-winning design experience and Knoch’s project estimating and building experience will deliver an outstanding church facility for SUMC.
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A series of meetings with Myers/Knoch will begin in January to start the long-range plan development for our Royalton Road property. The committee will be providing Myers with all of the information we have accumulated over the past year regarding style, size, shape, utility, and functionality of the new church. They will be asking many questions so that they may truly understand SUMC and our vision for future ministry. Only after several meetings will any drawings be presented. Knoch Corporation rep-resentatives will be present at these meetings so they will be ready as early as possible for preliminary estimates. These estimates will be extremely important to the committee for cost versus building requirements analysis.

Financial study to be done

The Building Committee presented its decision for the Myers/Knoch team to the Administrative Board at their December 3rd meeting. At this meeting the Board also approved the hiring of River Tree Stewardship Services, Ltd., to conduct a feasibility study of SUMC’s financial capabilities in regard to the church building project. River Tree will be reviewing giving histories, capital campaign performance (receipts versus pledges), membership trends, and demographic trends to help determine the financial feasibility of the church being designed. This service is essential for the sound stewardship of SUMC’s financial resources as we move into the design phase of the project.


The Committee is very excited to be moving into the design phase of this important project!  Please continue to generously support the “Multiplying God’s Love” campaign and continue to pray for God’s wisdom and guidance for the Building Committee.


The Building Committee was appointed by the Administrative Board to actively pursue the vision of SUMC. The committee reports regularly to the Administrative Board.

Homecoming Parade entry planned

Your evangelism committee has been brainstorming for ideas of how we can reach out into the community more visibly and effectively, and one thing that has been discussed is having an entry in the Homecoming Parade in July, 2004. We would need several people to make this work, and we are wondering if we have a group or any individuals who might be interested in pursuing this feat.  

We are also seeking creative ideas for what kind of unit we might provide (float, clowns, bikes, etc.)  Please contact Randy Border or Debbie Smith if you or your group is interested or if you have any ideas. Any historical information about past parade entries from our church would also be of interest.




Reminder!!  The winter session of Logos will begin on Thursday, January 8th at 5:30 pm.  You still have time to sign up your children/youth in grades K-12. If you need more information, please call Lynne Koszkalda (238-0883) or Bev. Wells (572-1415). 
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Angel Tree 

The Logos Middle and High School students thank you for your fantastic support of Project Angel Tree (through Prison Fellowship Ministries).  The SUMC congregation has once again let the light of Jesus Christ shine brightly into the lives of children, families, and inmates who need to know that God loves them. With your help, we were able to reach out to 118 children in 46 families. Many caregivers expressed deep appreciation for the gifts, and the children’s faces were priceless. Thank you for your generosity and for making a real difference this past Christmas. May God bless you in the New Year!


Middle & High School Logos classes and teachers

West Side Community House


Thank you, thank you all!  As usual, the members of our congregation can always be counted on to be extremely generous when there is a need. You helped 54 children pick a gift for each member of their families.  (Sometimes, this is the only gift each will receive).  The children cannot believe that their mom can have perfume, or their sister – a Barbie doll, when they have no money to buy it.


Thanks go to people for providing extra toys and boots, and for transporting everything to WSCH.  Thanks to Rev. Santomen & Betsey for delivering a van full of toys; to Sandy & Marvin Cox from Sandy’s Plumbing for a carful of toys; and to Diane & Bob Nickle who gave many boxes of boots of all sizes which were delivered by Deb Bohlander.  These are really appreciated by the staff.  In addition, the following people helped to unload and unpack the cars:  Eileen Bambam,  Nancy Dawson, Viola LeCastro, and Rev. Joe & Betsey Santomen.


Thank you all for giving another wonderful Christmas to the families of West Side Community  House.



Eleanor Bohlander, WSCH Auxiliary

Planning for next mission trip is underway


The 4th Annual Youth Auction for Missions will be held in March. We are seeking donations of new items that might be of general interest and hope to offer youth-provided services once again.  Our auction will help us fund our summer mission trip as well as our one-day “urban plunge” that you will soon be hearing more about. 


In November we took the exciting step of choosing our work destination for this summer:  a five-county area in Southeastern Ohio covered by the Jackson Area Ministries. This region is considered to be Appalachian Ohio, and we look forward to working with this very well-organized group to spread the good news and accomplish some useful work. Each of your youth missionaries, along with the adult advisors, are responsible for their share of the finances needed for this undertaking, so we appreciate any support you can lend us as we embark on this adventure.  Stay tuned for more details!

Boost your leadership skills! 


The Northeast Ohio District will host a Leadership Academy on the theme of What the Church is Called to Be…What You are Called to Do!  It will be held on Saturday, February 7 from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm at Lakewood United Methodist Church. Keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. Philip Blackwell, pastor of the First United Methodist Church at the Chicago Temple.


All church members are invited to take advantage of the variety of workshops that will be offered. For more information or to request registration information, contact Bev. Wells  in the church office.

Christian Education News

Go-fers Christmas Program

A heartfelt thanks to the Commitments, Joyful Noise Angels, Rainbow Express, adult and youth actors for a wonderful performance of "The Go-fer's Christmas"  on December 7th! I am amazed at the level of commitment and enthusiasm that exists behind the scenes in bringing this production to our church family each year. My gratitude to Mrs. Shirley Oltman, Mr. Don Shearer, Mrs. Vickie Eicher, Mrs. Holly Hotz, Mrs. Jen Weisbrod,  Mrs. Bev. Wells, Mrs. Barb Krivos, and to the lighting and sound experts, Mr. Glenn Michalski,  Mr. Bob MacDonald, and his assistant Victor Perri. 

Teacher for 4-year-olds needed

I apologize for continually requesting teacher assis-tance; however, our children in the 4 year old room need teachers and helpers. They deserve a consistent environment which enriches their Sunday school experience.  Please consider volunteering your talents and time so we can bring God's word to life to these children.  Sign-up sheets are located on the schedule board in the old education wing next to the atrium entrance.

Experience what’s new in Sunday School for January!

Senior/Jr. High
Recognizing a need to improve our commitment to the Senior/Junior High students, we are introducing an exciting and powerful curriculum. Starting in January, students will experience a "Heart For God" taught by Mark Hotz and Greg Grimwood. Learn what it means to "dive deeper" in your personal walk with the Lord. This class will also train our youth to lead a "worship" experience that will be shared with our Sunday school classes at the conclusion of the winter quarter. 

We are also excited to introduce Marty Brand who will lead "Kitchen Talks" in the church kitchen. Marty has a unique and creative approach in teaching God's word through recipes you'll not only snack on but you'll learn recipes for healthy relationships too! 

Music Moments

Our Sunday school children will learn both traditional and contemporary songs in preparation for our "end of the quarter" worship service. We are excited to bring this element of praise to the program each month. The 2 year olds through 1st grade will meet the 1st Sunday of each month and the 2nd grade through 6th grade will meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month for a 15-minute musical session in the atrium. 

Nehemiah Project – Servant Evangelism

In order to teach our students to be good stewards and to be more like Christ, we are encouraging projects that teach just that!  We are proud to announce that as a tithing project we are going to support the Nehemiah Mission Of Cleveland.

The Nehemiah Mission is a receiving center that is housed at People's Hope United Methodist Church on the Near West Side of Cleveland.  The Nehemiah Mission houses missionaries who are serving those in need throughout the Cleveland area. This ministry needs help in re-building the New Hope church through donations which will provide bedding, showers, kitchen appliances, etc. 

In addition, we also want to support our servant evangelism within our congregation and will be collecting goods to meet the Survival Kit Giveaway, Lightbulb Giveaway, and the Battery Giveaway. Please note that there will be information sent  to the Sunday school parents/teachers regarding  Winter Quarter changes and itinerary. 

Thanks to all of the special and wonderful volunteers who make these projects and changes happen! It is through your love and devotion to Jesus Christ that we can make the Christian Education Department grow and bring glory to his name! 

Wishing all of you a Blessed New Year! 

Mary Phillips, Director of Christian Education

Stephen Ministry

What is Stephen Ministry?
Stephen Ministry is grounded in Jesus' command to love one another. Through one-to-one caring relation-ships, those who are hurting receive the love and care they need to support them.

· Is life more than you can handle alone right now? 

· Are your health, your attitude, or your relationships suffering? 

· Are you adjusting to a new job, change in marital status, a serious illness, the death of a loved one, a recent move? 

· Would you like to have someone in your life who really cares?
Everyone goes through difficult times. Having someone to care, to listen, to share God's love with you can help you get through the confusion, stress, or loneliness you may be experiencing.

For more information and/or to get help (or if you know someone who might need help), contact Rev. Ron, Pastor Paula, Bev. Wells (572-1415), Mark or Karen Milia (572-0602), Hildi Fitzpatrick (572-5004) or Jim Boyer (572-4976).

Joys & Concerns

 of the congregation
Weddings


Jill Readinger & Justin Fick were married on September 27 at St. Francis Xavier Church in Medina.  Erin Readinger & Michael Konet were married on December 13 in Middleburg Heights Community Church.  Jill and Erin are the daughters of Jeffrey & Leslie Readinger.  


Todd Grimm & Suzanne Pedaci were married in our sanctuary by Rev. Ron on November 29th.  


Congratulations to all the newlyweds and their families!

Births


Matthew Jameson Taylor was born November 30th to Ron & Carrie (Rustad) Taylor.  Proud grandparents are Rev. & Mrs. Rustad (former pastor of our church).


Archer Scott McEnulty was born December 15th to Dave & Heather (Muskoff) McEnulty.  Proud grandparents are Terry & Karen Muskoff.

Baptisms


We rejoice with the families of those who have joined the family of faith through the sacrament of baptism.  Baptized on Sunday, December 14 were Lauren Anne Brown, daughter of Richard & Carrie Chorzelewski Brown, and Chloe Jane Thompson and Paige Catherine Thompson, daughters of William and Audra Hull Thompson.

From our mailbox

Dear Congregation,

On Sunday, December 7, I had the honor of being a part of “The Go-fer Christmas.”  What a joy to work with our talented directors, Holly Hotz and Jen Weisbrod. The children’s choirs and youth choir outdid themselves.  They were beautiful. The performers, directors, behind-the-scenes workers, and Committee on Education are to be commended for all their efforts and hard work.  And how about that Junior Bell Choir! Those who did not attend missed a once-in-a-lifetime experience.  Thank you to the great audience we did have.



God bless you all,



Darleen Price

((((((((
Dear Congregation,


A huge thank you to each of you for your prayers, calls, cards and visits during my recent knee surgery and rehab. Thanks also to those who gave of their time to drive me to the physical therapy.  Our church family is always such a comfort.



Dwayne Tompkins


To our friends/family at SUMC,


Thank you so much for your wonderful, loving support during this latest phase in John’s cancer odyssey!


Your prayers have been lifting us daily through doctor visits, travels and treatments.


Your presence whenever we have needed a friendly smile or hug has warmed more than one day for all of us! And the way you have all helped watch out for Rachel and Rebecca has meant so much to us!  They are thriving in your loving care.


Your gifts of countless cards and calls to wish us well and your meal services have helped so much to make a potential nightmare seem more like a dream!  Without you, we know we could not have come this far successfully!


The Lord has truly blessed us with all of you – and we thank Him daily. But we also thank you so much!



With love,



The Wells



John, Sue, Rachel & Rebecca

 

 

 

 

 

