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This year our own congregation has the privilege of hosting the annual Strongsville Community Thanksgiving Service. We will do so on Sunday, November 23rd, at 7:00 pm. This is an ecumenical service with the message being provided by Father Bob Sanson of St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church and representatives of a number of churches in the community sharing in worship. Please be supportive of the churches of this community by being present. Please pause to give intentional thanks to God by worshipping together.

All members are invited to attend

annual Church Conference Nov. 10th

All members of the church are invited and encouraged to be present on Monday, November 10th for our annual Church Conference, which will be presided over by Cleveland District Superintendent, Rev. H. Daniel Drew.  We will meet at 7:30 pm in the atrium to hear the annual reports of the church as well as to elect the church officers.


This is a wonderful opportunity to gain oversight into the work of our church and to meet our new District leader.

Stewardship Campaign begins
with food drive on November 16th

This year our Stewardship Campaign reminds us that what we possess here on earth has no eternal value. What we accumulate within our spirit is that which brings us into full life. We are asked to share.


On Sunday, November 16th, we are given an opportunity to share with others in this community through food items. Please, if one is able, bring some complete meals, such as macaroni & cheese, pasta bakes, beef stew, etc., and/or unsweetened cereals. The Strongsville Food Bank is deeply in need of these items. Also, on that day, we are being asked to give serious consideration to our under-girding of the ministry of this church for the 2004 year. Be prayerfully seeking God’s direction and guidance because work of this church is of utmost importance.

You can be a servant evangelist

Servant Evangelism is an opportunity that allows any believer, regardless of our personal gifts, to reach out to the community with the love of God. This ministry “empowers” the “common person” in the body of Christ. The good news is that it doesn't take an amazing skill to do significant works of outreach ministry. In fact, it only takes small things - faithful acts of outreach done again and again - to begin to make a difference. As a servant evangelist you love others into a relationship with Christ.   Our mission statement is, “We exist to love our city into a relationship with Jesus Christ.”
 
Servant Evangelism is a program of planned acts of kindness done to spread God's love throughout our community. For most activities we meet at the church at 10 am on Saturday, and we are finished by 11:30 am. If you would like to help with any of the activities listed below, please contact Randy Border (440-572-0503). All are welcome!
October 25th

9- Volt Smoke Alarm Battery Giveaway
November 8th

Leaf Raking Party
December 6th 

Tape Giveaway
December 14th (?)
Brass Choir/Shurmer Place -





Christmas Carols Sing-A-Long
January 10th

Survival Kit Giveaway
February 14th

Light Bulb Giveaway
March 27th 
         Shopping Cart Return
April 3rd 

        
9-Volt Smoke Alarm Battery Giveaway
May 8th


Carnation Giveaway
June 5th 


Flower Seed Giveaway
July
21st 


Water Bottle Giveaway -





Strongsville Homecoming Parade
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Sunday, November 30

5:00 – 7:30 pm

(  Potluck Dinner (
(  Hanging of the Greens  (
(  Caroling in the Atrium  (
Come to the Advent Family Gathering on Sunday, November 30 for a time of fellowship as we decorate our church for the Advent season.  


Ham, hot dogs, rolls, coffee & tea will be provided for the potluck dinner. Please bring your favorite potluck side dish AND either a salad or a dessert, in addition to your plates and eating utensils.


If you can help with set-up, clean-up, or with children’s activities, please call Dale & Rita Bodey (440-572-4749), Dale & Jessica Van Lehn (216-642-9893), or Rich & Beth Anderson (440-239-8017).  Watch the bulletin for an RSVP form and further details.
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From Pastor Paula’s Desk


As I work with people I am often aware of the fact that people tend to have their favorite times of the year. For some it is the spring, others Christmas, for some Easter, but for me, autumn is my favorite time of the calendar year.


Having grown up in the mountain area of Pennsylvania there is nothing grander to my eye than the array of autumn leaves touched by a hint of the sun streaming upon the hillside. I will often close my eyes and envision again the splendor of the autumn season. How often I will look at those colors and think, “Wow, God painted this tree just for me!”
 
Then I sit back and remember how each day has been designed by our Creator. Each one of us has been designed by the same Master Creator.  And I sit in awe with praise and thanksgiving!


King David reflected the glory of our Creator with his proclamation in Psalm 104:24, “O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all. The earth is full of Your possessions. ”

 
Look around you; see the works of Our Creator God and with David, proclaim the greatness of the Lord! Look around you and lift your voice in a song of praise before the Lord! Look around at all you have been given by the hand of God and whisper a prayer of thanksgiving! Look around and with a shout of joy exclaim, “WOW, GOD, YOU DID THIS JUST FOR ME!”

 

Giving Praise to the Lord,

 

 
Friday Fellowship


Friday Fellowship will meet at the Strongsville Senior Center on Friday, November 21. Lunch will be served at noon. Our speaker will be Daniel Buttolph, who will take us down Memory Lane as he shares incidents from the life of George Burns. See Betty Smith for reservations.  Deadline is November 16.

November Birthdays
November 7
Gene Naylor

November 14
Ruth Guzza

November 26
Chuck Deal

Anniversary

November 12
Bill & Corrine Witham, 59 years

Thought for the Day

As long as there are tests,

there will be prayer in the public schools!
Rustad Library


Thank you Friday Fellowship for purchasing a new book for the library in the name of Paul Ziman.  The Five People You Meet in Heaven tells us that "all endings are also beginnings.  We just don't know it at the time..."  This is a truly wonderful story and a good read for men, women, and young adults.  You will find it in the New Books section of the library.
Sometimers


Sometimers will have a combined November/December outing with a return visit to the Schwebel Room at Kent State University for brunch. The group will car-pool from the church on Sunday, December 7th, leaving at 11:00 am. Cost is $20.00 which includes tax and tip. Paid reservations must be made with Betty Smith by December 1st. All adults of the church are invited to be part of Sometimers. 






The United Methodist Women

invite you, your family 
and friends to

A Spaghetti Dinner
Friday, November 7th
Serving from 5:00 to 7:00 pm

Tickets  will be available in the atrium on Sundays, October 26 and November 2.  Cost for adults is $7.00, and $4.00 for children ages 4-12. Tickets are also available at the door. Carry-out will be available.

 

Elizabeth Circle will meet Monday, November 3 at 7:30 pm.  Barb Krivos will be giving a travelogue of her trip to Alaska.  Curious? Come and join us!   RSVP to Karen (440- 572-1084).
Lydia Circle will meet November 6 in Tiber Hall at 12:30 pm. We will be wrapping shoe boxes for Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child. Please bring your boxes, paper, tape and your lunch.  Coffee will be available.   For more information, please call Betty Berry (440-238-6495) or Grace Kellner (440-234-0938).

Love Shawl Ministry can use your help

Vicky Galo and Janet Bristow of Hartford, CT are credited with starting the practice of knitting or crocheting shawls and giving them to those suffering from illness, grieving, or having a crisis in their life.


Since early 1998 this ministry has spread across the United States and to several foreign countries. There is no single name for the shawl. They have been called prayer, comfort, healing and friendship shawls. We call ours “Love Shawls.”
If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please call Grace Kellner (440-234-0938) or Alice Waltz (440-239-1970).

Think about Logos

Think about a dining room with about 100 adults, youth and children getting to know each other as they share a meal. Think about a classroom where those same youth and children study the Bible and learn how its lessons can be applied to their own lives. Think about groups of children singing praises to God with unbridled enthusiasm.  Think about children shrieking with joy as they play together in a safe, non-competitive environment. If thinking about these things brings a smile to your face, you must be thinking about Logos.


All of these things have been part of the Fall Semester of Logos that comes to a close on November 20th. This fall we’ve had 80 children and youth in grades K – 12 growing in their relationships with each other, adults in the church and, most importantly, with Jesus Christ. 


Logos happens in our church for twelve weeks during the fall and 12 weeks during the winter from 5:30 – 8:30pm on Thursdays.  Early registration for the Winter Semester (beginning on January 8th) will be held on Sundays, November 16th & 23rd following both services in the atrium. Completing your registration form on one of those dates will save you $10 per child ($30 maximum per family). 


There are also many opportunities for adults of all ages to be involved in Logos. You do not have to have children or youth to be part of this ministry…the only requirements are that you love God, love children and have a gift to share. For more information about how you and your family can be part of Logos, contact Bev. Wells (572-1415) or Lynne Koszkalda (238-0883). 

Thanks to Dick for leading X-Alt


Thank you to Dick Herrick! The Staff/Parish Relations Committee regretfully accepted Dick’s resignation as the director of 
X-Alt, one of our praise groups. We give thanks for Dick’s work in not only establishing this ministry, but also accompanying and arranging music for it.
If X-Alt sounds like a ministry in which you would like to participate, please contact the church office. (238-6135)

Santa’s Shop

A Westside Community House Christmas


It is hard to believe that Christmas will soon be here. WSCH will once again host a “Santa’s Shop” for 60 families in need. The children bring a “shopping list” of their immediate family’s names. They then have an opportunity to personally shop for each family member. This is a very rewarding experience for all. The children also enjoy wrapping their gifts.  (Last year the children were so excited that they could pick and wrap a truck or game for a brother or a Barbie doll for a sister).


This year, each child and family member will receive a Christmas gift and a winter hat, gloves, socks and underwear. All these gifts come from you and from members of other area United Methodist churches.


A box will be in the atrium from November 16 to December 7. The gifts will be delivered to WSCH on Monday, December 8. 

Volunteers are needed at WSCH to help with setup on December 9 and 10 from 10:00 am to noon.  Helpers are also needed on December 10 – 12 from 2:30 to 5:30 pm to assist the children with shopping and wrapping.  If you can help, please call Eleanor Bohlander at 440-572-0946. Many volunteers are needed! 


The list of gift suggestions will be posted by the donation box and will also be listed in the church bulletin.  Thank you for your generosity!  Every year, the need gets greater!
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Our church is taking part in Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s Purse, the Christian relief ministry led by Franklin Graham, the son of Dr. Billy Graham. People across the country are simply getting shoe boxes from home and filling them with small toys, school supplies, and other little gifts.


This Christmas a needy child will receive your shoebox, along with Christian literature in his or her own language. What an opportunity to reach these children!


For more details, please pick up a brochure in the atrium.  We hope you will be a part of this opportunity to share God’s love with a hurting child.

Christian Education News


The end of the fall quarter is Sunday, November 30th and we still have a lot to accomplish. Look around the halls and the classrooms of the education department and GIVE THANKS to our gracious Lord!  Our awesome volunteers, parents and students have made the walls come alive with the schedule board fully staffed, the birthday recognition board filled with students’ names, and the classroom bulletin boards filled with Christ's teachings.
UNICEF 

Unicef boxes were distributed on October 26th. Our students were excited to know that by collecting pennies, they can help improve children’s lives in El Salvador, Mali, Mozambique, Bosnia, Nepal and the Dominican Republic. 

SAMARITAN 'S PURSE 

Operation Christmas Child pamphlets were handed out on October 19th.  Each family has been asked to pack a shoe box  with necessities that will be delivered to children who are suffering because of war, poverty, illness or neglect. 
Parents of Sunday school aged children are reminded to have your children return UNICEF boxes and the Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes on Sunday, November 2nd to their classrooms. 
FALL RECOGNITION DAY

On Sunday, November 16th, we are recognizing quarterly attendance, birthdays, and having a tribute to our teachers during the 9:30 Sunday school hour in the atrium. The children will enjoy live music/worship presented by the youth. Please note that there is no change in the drop off and pick up procedure on recognition day.
A SPECIAL THANKSGIVING CRAFT 

On Sunday, November 23rd, our Sunday school children will celebrate the meaning of sharing and giving thanks to our Lord, Jesus Christ by making a craft that they will take home to share with their families on Thanksgiving. Please call the church office if you have a certain someone or family that we can include in our project. We will gladly have it packed and ready in the education office. 
TEACHERS NEEDED FOR WINTER QUARTER


We are beginning to recruit teachers for the winter quarter (which begins Sunday, December 7th).  Teacher sign-up sheets will be posted during November.  It is important to sign up as soon as possible so that we can assure that classrooms are fully staffed and we can continue to provide a consistent classroom environment for our children. The schedule board is located in the old education wing next to the atrium entrance. 
THANK YOU!

A special thanks to Mr. Ron Shreve and Mr. Mark Hotz, who will provide music in our Sunday school classes. They will be introducing youth who are learning the guitar to participate in this wonderful musical ministry!
And do not forget to do good and share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  Hebrews 13:16 (NIV)


Mary Phillips 


Director of Christian Education
( Notes from the Nurses (

It's no secret that cancer screenings save lives.  Women know that mammography can find breast cancer as much as two years before a self-exam or doctor's exam can.  Men know that prostate specific antigen (PSA) testing is an important tool in the fight against prostate cancer.  But there's another cancer screening that can potentially prevent even more deaths.

 
Colorectal cancer screenings actually help prevent cancer from ever forming.  These tests can find small growths called polyps in the colon or rectum.  Polyps start off benign (harmless), but can become cancerous over time. It's easy for your doctor to remove polyps in their early, precancerous state.

 
The only question about colorectal cancer screening is which test is best for you.  The fecal occult blood test looks for blood in the stool, an early warning sign of polyp growth.  It is simple and painless and is recommended yearly from age 50 on.  Other, more invasive tests, such as sigmoidoscopy or colonoscopy, are more accurate and complete.  They are recommended every five or 10 years.

 
Those at higher risk might need earlier or more frequent testing.  Ask your doctor if you need to schedule any of these tests. (Taken from "Healthy Outlooks")

Blood pressure checks will be November 16th,
between services in the parlor.

Have a very blessed Thanksgiving!

Betsy Mowry and Gail Spence
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The receiving of new members is a time of joyous celebration. We are happy to receive those listed below as our new brothers and sisters in Christ. Please make an effort to know them, and welcome them to the groups and activities in the church in which you participate.

New Members




Shepherd Sponsors

Cliffton Balka




Rich Anderson
7911 Bertha Ave., Parma 44129 

(440) 842-2354

Joseph & Sandra Fink 


Jeff & Vickie Eicher

and son, Brian Fink



Jeffery Eicher
12091 Coopers Run, Strongsville 44149  

(440) 238-0122
Scott & Karen Halm



Keith & Pam Johnson

and son, Erik Halm



Sean Armstrong

20714 Forestwood Dr., Strongsville 44149 

(440) 572-3918


Steven & Ann Quinlan 


George &  Vicki Ladesic
and son, J. Samuel Greif


Joe Ladesic

19797 Tanbark Ln., Strongsville 44149 

(440) 846-4752

Lisa Newton




Beth Baldine

(daughter of Steve & Ann Quinlan)

5279 Creekside Blvd., N2, Brunswick 44212 

(330) 273-6707

Angela Remy




Laura Buttolph

17577 Whitney Rd, #203, Strongsville 44136 

(440) 239-8938

Lonnie Shiffert




Fred DeNoble

18388 Ash Dr., Strongsville 44149 

(440) 878-1973

Stephen Ministry


Strongsville United Methodist Church has a valuable ministry that you or someone you know may want to take advantage of. Right here in our congregation are trained Stephen Ministers who would be able to meet with you and help you through whatever crisis you may be dealing with. It really doesn’t take up much of your time, an hour a week, or whatever you and your Stephen Minister decide upon. You may be surprised about how much better you will feel if you will let one of us share your burden.


If you would like to talk to a Stephen Minister, please contact Rev. Ron or Pastor Paula at the church, or one of our leaders, Hildi Fitzpatrick (440-572-5004); Bev. Wells (440-572-1415); Jim Boyer (440-572-4976); or Mark or Karen Milia (440-572-0602).  We would be able to match you with one of our trained caregivers. All Stephen Ministry relationships are confidential.

Help Wanted


We are interested in exploring computer software to produce  the Wesley News that would also provide an Internet friendly version to be displayed on the Church web site.  Two such programs are Adobe PageMaker and Adobe InDesign.  If you have a working knowledge of either of these programs, or if you are publishing a newsletter with other software that we could evaluate, we need your help.  Please email Pastor Ron at RonM@strongsville.org or call him at 238-6135.
Attention Brass Players: The Strongsville UMC Brass Choir will begin rehearsals on Monday, November 3rd at 7 pm in the church sanctuary. If you would like to join us and play trumpet (cornet), french horn, trombone, baritone (euphonium) or tuba, please contact Randy Border at (440) 572-0503.
 

Thank you!

· Thank you to Jerry Pamer for work done at the No. Inlet parsonage.

· Thank you to Terry Muskoff for all his technical help with the church’s computers.

Joys & Concerns

Weddings


Congratulations to Beth Ann Zamrzla & Adam Gajewski, who were married by Rev. Ron on October 25.  Beth Ann is the daughter of Mike & Kathy Zamrzla.


Nancy Williamson is the proud mother of two newlyweds.  Her son, Craig Williamson & Cinthia Bradasch were married on September 20 in Curitiba, Brazil.  Her daughter, Lori Williamson & Jason Chandler were married on October 18 at Wesley UMC in Urbana, Illinois.  Congratulations to all.

Births


Rev. Dr. Richard & Sandy Rustad have written to announce the birth of their grandchild, Emma Nichole Rustad, on September 14 to Eric & Nichole Rustad in Kettering, Ohio.  Rev. Rustad was previously a pastor here for 17 years, prior to Rev. Santomen.

Alexa Jean Gottfried was born September 15 to John & Michelle Gottfried.  Proud grandparents are Dwight & Shirley Otlman.


Joshua James and Amanda Leigh Altsman were born to Mark & Kim Altsman on September 24.


Emma Mae Madison was born on October 7 to Jayson & Cissy Madison.  Proud great-grandmother is Alice Waltz.


Congratulations to all!

Baptisms


We rejoice with the families of those who have joined the family of faith through the sacrament of baptism.  The following  were baptized on Sunday, October 12:


Mason Marshall Kaiser, son of James & Sara Baylor Kaiser; Hannah Evelyn Tenke, daughter of Derek & Kate Coleman Tenke; and Hailey Elisabeth Coleman, daughter of Richard & Amy Russell Coleman.


Baptized on Sunday, October 19 as he joined the membership of our church was Cliffton Mathew Balka.

Deaths


The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Mike & Diane Chesney and family upon the death of Mike’s grandmother, Margaret Thutt, on September 11; to John & Sally Lengel and family upon the death of John’s sister, Viola Besenyei, on September 15; to Larry & Mary Bradigan and family upon the death of Mary’s mother, Peg Pierce, on September 21; to Aimen & Karen Rizk and family upon the death of Aimen’s father, Adeeb Rizk, on October 3; and to Ed & Shirley Fegan and family upon the recent death of Ed’s nephew, Dan Fegan.


From our 

church’s mailbox


Dear Friends at SUMC,


I would like to send a great big thank you to all of you for the many prayers and flowers you sent me.  Thank you also for the many cards and notes sent to me.  They really helped brighten depressing days being able to do nothing.  Thank you also for the rides provided on such short notice and for the many meals brought, since I am unable to do anything with my hands.  Thank you Rev. Ron for the calls and visit.  I have begun doing therapy and have now had my pins removed, so soon I hope I will be able to begin living my normal, hectic life.  I am sure, though, that this was the way He decided I needed to slow down. 



In Christian Love, Marian Spitzig

(((((((
Dear Church Family,


We want to thank each and every one for their thoughtfulness, flowers, and prayers at the passing of my mother, Peg Pierce. Your concern brings joy and hope during such a sad time. We rejoice that Christ lives and shows his love through you all!



In Christ’s Love,
The Bradigan Family

(((((((
Dear Church Family,


The Walburn and Brooks family wish to thank all of you who extended your support and prayers to us with the loss of our  mother, Flossie Walburn. She loved this church and all within.



Bless you all, The Walburn & Brooks families

(((((((
Dear Congregation,


Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  It was much appreciated.



The Family of John White

(((((((
Dear Congregation,


I just wanted to let you know that my daughter Angelina is now home from the hospital and has been responding very well to her leukemia treatment. Thank you for your many cards and e-mails with messages of support for our family. Your thoughtfulness is truly appreciated. We’re hopeful that things will continue positively as her treatment progresses.



Oren Youngstein

 (((((((
Dear Rev. Mowry,


The Historic Society thanks you and the church for allowing us to host our annual dinner in Tiber Hall.


Of course we know people look forward to this event, put on by the Evans’ and Blues’, and their culinary expertise each year. Our Harvest Festival dinner was again a success because of your generosity.



Thank you, Eve Hawk, President

ON THE WAY


Our contemporary worship service, On the Way, will not be held on Sunday,  November 23rd.  We encourage you to participate in the Community Thanksgiving Service on that day at 7:00 pm.  


Our next contemporary worship service, with Moving 4Word leading worship, will be on Sunday, December 28th at 6:30 pm. Come join us for a special time of Worship and Praise as well as a special message to end the year. You won't want to miss this one! On The Way is a great service for your friends and families!
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