October, 2003



    Strongsville United Methodist Church
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Guess what time it is! It is time for the church to sponsor the American Red Cross Blood Drive. On October 25th from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm the American Red Cross will be in our church waiting for your help.


Over 40 million people in the United States will need a blood transfusion this year. An estimate of 40,000 units of blood are needed each day in the United States. Giving one unit of blood can save as many as four different people. Your blood is very important to others!


There was a mom who had just delivered a healthy baby girl. Her recovery was going well, and she eventually was moved to the post-partum unit to finish out her hospital stay. Once she arrived on the post-partum unit, the patient started to bleed and continued to bleed. She ended up in surgery where she received five units of blood. Eventually the doctors found what was causing the bleeding and were able to fix it. Had it not been for the blood she received she would have died and her baby would have grown up without a mother.  On Saturday, October 25, please come and help save lives like this and those of others who need your help.


The only thing you need to bring is yourself. You must be 17 or older, weigh at least 105 pounds, and be in generally good health. Many medical conditions are acceptable, including diabetes and high blood pressure. Make sure that on the day of the drive you eat and drink before coming to donate.

Blood pressures will be taken on October 19th 
between services. See you there!

Gail Spence & Betsy Mowry

It’s time again for Angel Tree

Your Middle and Senior High School Logos students have once again volunteered to help SUMC participate in Project Angel Tree.   Angel Tree kids have been nominated for the program by their incarcerated parent through the parent’s involvement with Prison Fellowship Bible studies or with their prison chaplain.  These prisoners are hearing God’s word in prison, and because of their involvement, SUMC has the opportunity to make Christmas a little more special for their children -- Angel Tree children.


Can you image how the children of incarcerated parents must suffer?   Though not at fault themselves, they suffer from the lack of a parent, lack of a role model, insecurity, fear, lack of discipline, lack of direction, loneliness...  Project Angel Tree is an effort undertaken by Prison Fellowship Ministries to link these  kids  with  loving  Christian  people  who  want  to  share 
God's love with them at Christmas time.  This is a wonderful program  and  a  great   opportunity  for  our  church  to   show 
Christ’s love to the inmates, their children, and to the children’s caregivers.


You will be able to select gift tags for our Angel Tree kids in December.  Then, the Middle and Senior High Logos students will deliver the gifts to the children on behalf of the incarcerated parent and in the name of Jesus Christ.  Of course the physical gifts help ease the separation between child and parent, but the gift of Jesus' salvation through his death on the cross for our sins offers the entire family a solution to spiritual separation from God.  What a great opportunity for all of us to witness for and serve our Heavenly Father!


We thank you for your generous support of the Angel Tree car wash we had in September.  Here is the schedule for the rest of the year:


Sunday, Oct. 12 – Bake sale


Sunday, Nov. 16 – Cinnamon bun sale


Sunday, Dec. 7 – Angel Tree gift tags

With your help, SUMC will make Christmas real for some 100 Angel Tree children and their families.  God bless you!

GFS rebate benefits our church

As good stewards of what we have, we should always be looking for better ways of doing things.  Following the three "R's" can help -- Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.  A fourth "R" has been added: Rebate.  Gordon Food Service (GFS Marketplace) has opened on Pearl Road just south of Wal-Mart and Home Depot.  GFS is offering a rebate to the church based on the total amount of purchases that our members make there. 

If you shop for a large family or host a lot of parties, GFS would be a good place to shop.  They sell in large quantities.  They have given us permission to copy the following card.  When presented at the check-out, your total is added to the church account.  It costs you nothing and requires little of your time.  It is their way of getting more business and becoming known in the community.  The rebate program is open to businesses/groups but not to individuals.
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From Pastor Paula’s Desk

“But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” I John 3:17-18 (NKJV)
 

What does it mean to love another person? 

 

Recently, I have been reading from the letter of First John, on a daily basis. In my reading, this verse took on a new meaning for me personally. You see, saying “I love you” is very different from showing a person you love them.

 

God has blessed us in many ways. In fact, take a few minutes and jot down all the ways you have been blessed by God. Now consider this, God has opened His heart to you. Have you opened your heart to another?

 

Opening our hearts is about telling people we love them, but it is also about showing them love in tangible ways.  Your expressions of love not only show the love you have for another, but are evidence of the love of God in you. John says, “if you shut your heart off, how can even God’s love be present?”
 

For several years I took time to travel to Jamaica as the leader of a Mission Work Team. It was my desire for others to know the love of Jesus. How was that done? -- by building a small one room home for them. You see, I could talk all day about Jesus and His love for them, but they needed to see it.

 

God has poured His love into my life through the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ. God didn’t just say, “I love you,” Paula. God has shown me His love.  His love has been demonstrated to each of you through the death and resurrection of His Son. 

 

Now how will you demonstrate love in the life of another?

 

 

Friday Fellowship


On October 17th we will board the Strongsville bus at 9:45 am. We will be going to Smithville to visit a restored mill, village blacksmith and log cabin. The mill's 100-year-old looms weave rugs and cloth. From there, we will go to The Barn in Smithville for lunch. Cost is $3.00 for the tour. Lunch is on your own. Have your reservation and money in to Betty Smith by 
October 13th.


October Birthdays
Oct. 4       

Jeanette Olds, 86 years
Oct. 5        
Mildred Benzinger, 85 years
Oct. 17       
Jean Schartner, 84 years
Oct. 30        
Lou Szabo
Oct. 31        
Twyla Deal
Anniversaries
Oct. 9        
Chuck & Twyla Deal, 49 years
Oct. 14        
Victor & Gladys Grieco, 62 years
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Sometimers 

On October 25 we are going to the Barber Shop Dinner Show at St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Church in Lakewood. Our own Chuck Bricker is a member of this group of entertainers. 


Cost is $18.00,  and reservations and money are due to Betty Smith by October 19. The church is located at 3256 Warren Road, Lakewood. If we can get the bus, departure time will be announced in the Sunday bulletin.



Plan to join us! The meal has always been good and the entertainment delightful.

Christian Education News


I'd like to once again thank all of the volunteers that make our Sunday school program a success! Promotion Sunday on September 7th started the fall quarter with great anticipation. 


Please check out the new schedule board with Sunday school volunteer sign up sheets. It is located in the old education wing next to the atrium entrance. If you are interested in volunteering, a list of the classrooms that need help is posted by week for the entire quarter. If you do not see a classroom posted, the children have been blessed with a teacher for the entire quarter!  We encourage parents with children attending to volunteer. It is a great experience for you and your child. 


We are pleased to announce that attendance records will be reviewed and updated weekly. These records allow us to reintroduce attendance awards, birthday recognition, and “sorry we missed you in Sunday school” postcards. More to come in the months ahead! 
Volunteers needed for young adult class

We are still looking for a few adult volunteers to assist in a unique Sunday school program.  Led by Mark Hotz, this is a class for 7th – 12th graders during the 9:30 service. We ask the adult volunteer to share a 30 minute discussion or lesson with our young adults. Last year, some of the adults shared personal testimony, welcomed questions and the youth answered by using biblical scripture.  A rotating schedule allows the volunteer to teach 3-4 times per year.  This can be a great opportunity to teach life lessons to our youth! If interested, contact Mark Hotz or Mary Phillips.



Wishing all of you a blessed October, 



Mary Phillips 
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I know you won’t believe this,

but washing dishes can be fun!


Logos is in need of a few enthusiastic, energetic, enterprising individuals to help in the kitchen on Thursday nights from about 5:30 to 7:00. If you are looking for an opportunity to serve that doesn’t take much time, requires no advance preparation and allows you to make new friends…this is the job for you! You don’t even have to sign-up…just show up any Thursday that you are available. You might get dishpan hands, but you will also be showered with blessings. If you need more information, call Bev. Wells (572-1415) or Lynne Koszkalda (238-0883). 

Fall Back....
Don’t forget to set clocks back one hour on October 26.

UMW continues tradition

of support to missions

 
In 1869, Mrs. Edwin Parker and Mrs. William Butler, founders of our present-day organization of United Methodist Women, sat down with a group of their lady friends in Boston and talked about sending a woman educator and a woman doctor to India, providing the funding themselves.  They were able to convince these six friends that without this, the girls there would be left uneducated and the women without medical care.  Their cry was that Jesus called us to care for the poor, the widows and the orphans in every land. 

 
Today, the Strongsville United Methodist Women have continued to provide for both domestic and foreign mission work with the monetary support of our congregation.  We thank you for your generous support.  This year our contributions to the following have totaled $ 5400.00.  

· Women’s Division of the Global Ministries

· Angel Tree Project

· West Side Community House

· Local needy family

· Brookside Center

· Berea Children’s Home

· Flat Rock Children’s Home

· Strongsville Food Bank

· Elyria Retirement Village

· Henderson Settlement
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Learn all about Camp Cheerful 

On  Monday, October 20th at 7:30 pm, the United Methodist Women invite you to attend a program on the activities of Camp Cheerful. We have all heard of Camp Cheerful here in Strongsville, but are we aware of their mission?   They specialize in camping for children with special needs (asthma, cancer, cystic fibrosis, diabetes, and learning disabilities).  The Achievement Center for Children operates the camp along with the Cleveland Metroparks.


Tim Fox from Camp Cheerful will take us through the many activities that the camp provides for the “special needs” child. Come join us and learn how we can take an active part in their programs
Book Collection Continues
 
We are still collecting books for the Metro Hospital “Reach Out and Read” Program.  The books allow children and their siblings the opportunity to read while waiting for doctor’s appointments at the Pediatric Outpatient Clinic.  There is a box in the atrium to place your new or gently used children's books.

October Circle Activities

· 
Elizabeth Circle


Elizabeth Circle will not be meeting at the church in October. We will be attending the Cleveland District UMW Fall Meeting at Bay UM Church.  Call Karen Muskoff (572-1084) for details and reservations.
· 
Lydia Circle


The ladies of Lydia Circle will meet on October 2nd in Tiber Hall at 12:30 pm.  Dana Stein from the Strongsville library will give a book report.
Bring a lunch.   Coffee will be 



available. For more information please call Betty Berry, 440-238-6495, or Grace Kellner, 440-234-0938.
· 
Hannah Circle


Hannah Circle's October meeting will be an introduction to yoga taught by Kim Wasielewski.  We will be meeting on Wednesday, October 22nd at 7:45 pm at Kim's dance studio, Dance by Kim, 11309 State Road, North Royalton (near Wallings & State, entrance in rear. Phone number is 440-877-0002).  

Please bring a beach towel or blanket and a pillow and dress comfortably.  There will be no childcare for this meeting.  All ladies of the church are welcome.  If you have any questions, please call Jennifer Dettmer, 440-887-3993 or Jennifer Hedinger, 440-846-0390.
Update on our new building


Our goal as a congregation has been, and continues to be, to establish a church building better able to serve the Lord Jesus Christ through ministry and outreach to our community and beyond.  May God continue to bless this endeavor to advance His kingdom and Multiply God’s Love!


The Building Committee has met several times over the past two months.   Some of meetings have been at SUMC for the purpose of developing ideas and design criteria.  Other meetings have been held at newer area churches in the form of tours.  Many ideas and some great information have been gathered to help us in our efforts on behalf of SUMC. 

Design-build team to be chosen
The Architect Sub-Committee is leaning toward the design-build project delivery system for the new church.  This system provides a coordinated architect/contractor effort from the beginning of the design through completion of construction.  Accurate cost estimates are available earlier in the design process and a guaranteed maximum price is determined from the expert input of both team members.  Project time can also be reduced through the early coordinated efforts of the team. The Sub-Committee has met with three excellent design-build teams identified during an earlier interview process.   We will be selecting one of these teams to design and build the new church.  Selection will occur sometime in October per the tentative project timeline published in the August issue of the Wesley News.  


Once the design-build team is selected, the Building Committee will begin a series of meetings with the team to design the new church and develop the long-range plan for the Royalton Road property.  During these meetings (to occur over a 3 – 6 month period), we will be providing information on the desired size, shape, utility, and functionality of the new church with careful consideration of each detail’s impact on ministry at the fore.  Much of this information already exists from earlier needs assessments and ideas gathered from all ministry and administration areas of SUMC.  Ideas previously submitted by members of the congregation will also be carefully considered and integrated during this time.  Please feel free to submit new ideas that you may have to any Building Committee member.
Your support is needed!

Please continue to generously support the “Multiplying God’s Love” capital campaign and continue to pray for God’s wisdom and guidance for the Building Committee!
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The Building Committee was appointed by the Administrative Board of SUMC to actively pursue the vision of SUMC.  The Committee reports regularly to the Administrative Board.  
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Upcoming Sundays to highlight

mission awareness & outreach

In the book of James the bible states that “Faith without works is dead.”  As members of the SUMC congregation our love for Christ manifests itself in service to the Lord through our selfless commitment of time, talent, gifts, and service.  Opportunities to serve each other abound, but we are also called to reach out beyond ourselves into the larger community and the world.  

During four consecutive Sunday’s beginning on September 28th, opportunities to support mission outreach will be highlighted.  This support can take many forms.  Please consider your response to Christ’s call to faithfully share his love with neighbors as close as next door and around the world.


Mission Program

   
Info Contact


Lift Up Jesus Ministry


Mark Milia


Strongsville Food Bank 

Jennifer Dettmer


City Mission 



Jim Boyer


Angeline Christian Home


Crossroads Ministry


Laura’s Home

Covenant Missionary Relationship

    

Red Bird Mission
 
Beth Anderson

    

Sierra Leone(Beth Ferrell)
John Huie


Youth Mission Task Force

Deb Smith
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Stephen Ministry

You know, there's nothing you can't and/or shouldn't take to Rev. Ron or Pastor Paula!  When you are feeling low or you are troubled by circumstances around the home, there's no one better than Ron or Paula to whom you can turn.  However, if all 1300+ members of the SUMC congregation start trouping to their offices, we may end up not be able to enjoy their Sunday morning messages ("Sorry, I simply didn't have any time to prepare a message this week.  Why don't you take the next 12 minutes that I would normally use to inspire you and get to know someone next to you a little better.  I'm sure I'll have more time next week!")


However, there IS a solution to this quandary!  Just remember that SUMC has a trained group of Stephen Ministers who work hand-in-hand with Ron and Paula to help you "get over that hump" and back to 100%.  SUMC's Stephen Ministers are anxious to provide a confidential, empathetic assistance to help you resolve ANY issues that may be nagging at the back of your mind.  

If you would like someone to whom you can talk confidentially OR you know someone who might, please contact Rev. Ron or Pastor Paula (440-238-6135), Hildi Fitzpatrick (440-572-5004), Bev Wells (440-572-1415), Mark or Karen Milia (440-572-0602) or Jim Boyer (440-572-4976).

Don’t forget the Food Bank!


The Strongsville Emergency Food Bank is always appreciative of your donations to help those in our community who are going through a tough time financially.

Ann Miley, the Food Bank director, says that some items that are always in demand and in short supply right now are cereal, spaghetti sauce, pork & beans, and canned corn, peas or beans.


Your donations for the Food Bank can be placed on the table at the bottom of the back stairs.  Thank you!




Two members of our congregation were featured in local news articles recently.


Sarah Scadden, age 10, was awarded a $1000 gift certificate from Royalton Music Center for winning first prize in their Two-minute Video Audition Contest.  Sarah, who is in the 5th grade at Kinsner School, played “The Little Shepherd’s Flute” on the piano.  Sarah is the daugher of Kathy Scadden and the grand-daughter of Nancy Dawson. Congratulations, Sarah!....

....and a tip of the chef’s hat to Alys Herrick, who was August’s featured cook in the local news column “Mimi’s in the the Kitchen.”  Alys, formerly our Christian Education coordinator, has taken her life-long love of cooking and turned it into a business.  She and husband Dick run a personal chef service called Dine-in Style, and prepare meals in the homes of their clients.  Alys learned to cook at her mother’s knee, but attended the Loretta Paganini School of Cooking in 1999-2002 to perfect her skills.
The Beauty of Stewardship

Stewardship has to do with how we manage our time, talent, resources — basically our entire lives. It’s a beautiful concept when properly understood. Here are the basics of good stewardship:


God is the source of all creation, including our lives. God is the primary owner of all that exists.


We are blessed by being given the task of managing well all that we have influence over: our lives, our abilities, our minds and bodies, our time, our part of the earth, our finances, our children, our church buildings, our automobiles, etc.


Although we can make decisions regarding each of the above, ultimately we are responsible to God. Sooner or later, we must give an account of our management of God’s creation and of God’s gifts.


When we properly use the talents, resources and property that God allows us to manage, we find great joy. Think of planting a garden which soon overflows with colorful flowers, wonderful vegetables and flavorful herbs, etc. God gave us the plot of ground, God gave us the seed, God gave us the wisdom and strength to bring forth such beauty, such good things to see or eat, or smell. Yet we did the work, with God’s help, to make it a reality. Like Adam we tilled it and kept it. But God gave the increase. God’s provisions and our labor brought the garden to its fulfillment.
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Good stewardship enables us to do something positive and wonderful with the money God has allowed us to have. What feels better than knowing one has managed money well? Our bank account, our checkbook and our portfolio tell the story. When money is handled well, we have enough for ourselves and are still able to give to God’s work. 

That is the beauty of stewardship.

Opportunities to Serve


A new program of the City Mission is “Laura’s Home,” a shelter for homeless women and children. Open since March, Laura’s Home is currently housing six women and their 14 children, all in the early stages of the long-term recovery program. The home is adding staff members and is seeking  additional volunteers in anticipation of receiving more families in the next few months.


If you are interested in knowing more about volunteering at Laura’s Home, email the Volunteer Ministry at GetInvolved@TheCityMission.org.

The home also appreciates the donation of disposal pull-ups to help many of the children at the home who are in the potty-training/toddler age.


In October the City Mission will be celebrating 93 years of service to the homeless and hurting in Cleveland. For more information on any of the ministries of the City Mission, visit their website at http://www.TheCityMission.org.

Joys & Concerns

Weddings


Best wishes to Cathy Heckman & Jay Hazlett, who were married on September 6 by Pastor Paula.


Best wishes also to Laura Feuerstein & Kevin Boswell, who were married on September 20 by Pastor Paula.
Births


Congratulations to Todd & Lisa Smith on the birth of their daughter, Mekenzie Marie Smith.  Proud grandparents are Marvin & Sandi Cox.

Baptisms

We rejoice with those who have joined the family of faith through the sacrament of baptism. Baptized on Sunday, September 14 were Jacob Patrick Lord, son of John Lord and Jill Rosenbaum Hickle, and Mollie Kate Hickle, daughter of Thomas and Jill Rosenbaum Hickle.
Deaths

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Bill & Cyndee Brooks and family upon the death of Cyndee’s mother, Flossie Walburn, on August 25; to Randy & Connie Border and family upon the death of Connie’s mother, Irene Corssar, on August 27; to Dave &  Debbie Greenham and family upon the death of Debbie’s father, Robert Seegert, on September 1; and to Scott & Lyndsay Catanzarite and family upon the death of Scott’s grandmother, Beatrice Catanzarite, on September 2.


From our 
church’s mailbox


Dear Friends,

Thank you so very much for the food, flowers, and expressions of sympathy upon the death of our mom and grandma, Irene Corssar. Your kindnesses are most sincerely appreciated.
 

Connie, Randy, Don, and Mike Border
(((((((
Dear Rev. Mowry,  Pastor Paula and Congregation,


I cannot express enough appreciation to all of you for your concern during my recent illness.


Rev. Mowry and Pastor Paula's visits were so very comforting both for me and my family.  Thank you for those of you that came to see me in the hospital and for all the wonderful cards from everyone.  It is through your vigil of prayers for me that I am doing so well now.  I have always prayed for everyone else, never thinking I would need such prayers for myself and family.

 
Thank you again for everyone's prayers. I am truly blessed to have such a caring church family and ministers.  God is good and I give thanks and praise for his love from all of you.



In Christian Love,  


Karen & Dave Ransbury, 


Barbara Black & Brian Novak
(((((((
Dear Congregation,


I was overwhelmed by all the dear, loving messages sent to me by you gracious people. These, more than my medical treatments, are restoring me to health. I’m taking the medicines, too. God’s love and your love are pulling me through.


I look forward with much anticipation to the Sunday when I can warm a pew on the last bench on the west side. The love I have for the church and the love you have for me are beyond measure. I pray God’s blessings on you now and always as you continue in His great work and mission. To the ministers and their staff and all the many people involved in the work of the church, I send my love and lift my prayers.



In Him always,



Dorothy Richards

(Dorothy has a new room number at Elyria Methodist Home – Room 2412.  Mail can be sent to her c/o Jerry & Karen Richards, 22832 Boston Road, Strongsville, OH 44149.)
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