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Strongsville United Methodist Church

[image: image1.wmf]
Fall is a great time to sign up for a Bible study group.  Bible studies are offered for all ages, at many times during the week.  See if there is one that fits your schedule.

· Disciple Bible Study   


This is an intensive 34-week study of both the Old and New Testaments taught by Rev. Ron. Disciple I classes will be offered Tuesday evenings from 7:00 to 9:30, and on Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to noon. Disciple II, III, and IV will also be offered for those who have completed Disciple I.  Contact Rev. Ron for further information or to sign up (440-238-6135).
· Bethel Bible Study



Bethel is an overview of the Bible studied over a two-year time period.  The Old Testament is studied during the first year, and the New Testament during the second. The study takes place on Thursday evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 beginning September 4th. The class is offered during the 12 week session of Logos in the fall and in the winter.  Contact Rev. Ron for more information or to sign up (440-238-6135).
· Men’s Bible Study


There is a men’s Bible study at the church on Thursday evenings at 8:30. Contact Phil Weisbrod for more information (330-220-7556).   A men’s devotional group meets on Tuesday mornings at 6:00. Contact Jim Boyer for further details (440-572-4976). 
· Parent Growth


The Parent Growth group meets on Mondays from 9:00 to 11:00 am.  Contact Lisa Johnson through the church office for more information (440-238-6135). 
· Cross Talks

CrossTalks meets every Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 in classroom 5. This fall we will finish the last three chapters of Bad Girls of the Bible .(Even if you haven't read it come anyway for a fun discussion!) Then we will begin our journey together with Moses through the Old Testament book of Exodus. Last year we studied Genesis, and now we are headed for the wilderness, where the Word of God can reveal insghts for our lives today!  If you are interested in joining us, please contact Ruby Gormsen (440-238-4052), so we can order the material!  If you have further questions, contact Pastor Paula, who will be teaching the study. The class is open to anyone who wants to go deeper in the Word. 
· Tuesday Women’s Bible Study ( Ladies of JOY)

Any woman who would like to be a part of  this growing Bible study where the Word is studied and new friendships can be formed is invited to join us on Tuesday evenings 7:30 to 9:00 pm at the parsonage of Pastor Paula (18474 Bonnie Lane). Each week we will meet to study together the Scriptures. This fall we will begin with the book Really Bad Girls of the Bible, by Liz Curtiss Higgs. We will begin with a picnic on Tuesday, September 9th from 6:30 to 9 pm. Meat will be provided; please bring a side dish or dessert. Our first lesson will then be on Tuesday, September 16th from 7:30 to 9 pm. If you are planning on being a part of the study please contact Pastor Paula (440-238-6135 ext. 15) so books can be ordered. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
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Youth Bible Study

For information about Youth Bible study opportunities, contact Greg Grimwood (440-238-6135). 
Logos gets set for fall semester              
WHO?
Children and Youth in Kindergarten through High School
WHAT?
Logos
WHERE? 
In every corner of Strongsville United Methodist Church

WHEN?
Thursday nights from 5:30 - 8:30 beginning September 4th 


WHY?
To grow our relationships with other children and youth, with adults and 



(most importantly) with Jesus

God does not want any child or youth to stand alone spiritually. Logos provides an in-depth and well-rounded experience of Christian nurture in a loving, supportive environment. Logos is not a substitute for Sunday School; it is a part of the total Christian education program of the church. 


Registration for the fall semester of Logos will be held on Sunday, August 10th & 17th following both services in the atrium. You can also register your children/youth by calling the church office (238-6135) or Bev. Wells (572-1415) or Lynne Koszkalda (238-0883).


There is always a need for adult help is many areas of Logos. No matter how little time you have to give, we can find a job for you. We welcome men and women of all ages and abilities to come and share their talents with our children/youth. As you bless them, you too will be blessed. 
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From Pastor Paula’s Desk

Mark 4:26-29
He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil produces grain – first the stalk, then the head, the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

The season of growth is upon us. After the preparation this past spring and the planting, the sunshine, and the rain, harvest time is upon us. After waiting for a time, the fruit of the farmer’s labor is reason for us to rejoice.


Recently, I have been reading through the Gospels and I came across the above passage. In my reflections the Lord reminded me of a basic principle to the life of a believer in Christ. When we are willing to dig into the Word of God a seed is being planted. And like the seed of the farmer it takes root and flourishes underneath the dirt until it sprouts for the world to see.  

 
When a farmer plants his seed, he plants with faith – faith that allows him to believe a harvest will come. It is in faith we come to the Word of God, the Scriptures, allowing ourselves to plant a seed, which will eventually sprout and be seen in our lives through action and word.

 
The final harvest comes to us when Christ returns and takes all to the Father who have believed in His work of salvation through Jesus Christ.  The final harvest will come, but for now we are called to concentrate on planting the Word in our lives and helping to plant it in the lives of others. Then the harvest will come!

 
With faith plant the seed and then watch for the harvest!

Friday Fellowship


We hope Friday Fellowship members are enjoying a safe and happy summer.

Belated July Birthdays

July 4
Bobbie Mezzulo

July 7
Glenora Elgin

July 8
Ruby Gormsen, Lee Sprague

July 15
Shirley Boyer

July 24
Rev. Ron Mowry

July 28
Robert Erwine

August Birthdays
Aug. 10
Elizabeth Karman, 91 years

Aug. 12
Isabelle Bruggers

Aug. 13
Marie Stands

Aug. 14
Donald Schultz, Chuck Staley

Aug. 28
Mildred Delau

Aug. 29
Lloyd Stimson

Aug. 31
Alice Waltz

Anniversary

Aug. 19
John & Ruby Gormsen, 53 years

Thought for the Day

Prayer should be the key to the day 

and the lock to the night.
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Return to regular worship schedule Sunday, September 7

Worship services at 9:30 and 11:00 am

United Methodist Women

Come to our “End of Summer” Picnic
Monday, August 25, 6:00 pm, Bonnie Park Shelter


Sloppy Joe sandwiches, drinks and dessert will be provided. Please bring a side dish for six to share (salad, fruit, or your own favorite dish).  This event is for all ladies of the church! It’s a great time to renew friendships and make new ones. RSVP to  Karen Muskoff, 572-1084.
Book Collection Continues

Dear Strongsville United Methodist Church:


Once again, we extend a sincere thanks for your recent donation of new and gently used books to MetroHealth Medical Center’s Reach Out and Read program. Your group’s continued participation allows many children the opportunity to share in a wonderful story while waiting for their doctor’s exam. Many of these same children really appreciate being able to take these books home with them to enjoy over and over!


The efforts of Strongsville United Methodist Church, both the Women’s Group and the Vacation Bible School, truly reflect a commitment to help children and families in neighboring communities. I look forward to our continued partnership in making books available in our pediatric outpatient unit. 


Sincerely,


Mandy Post, Reach Out and Read Coordinator

Note:  The children of our Vacation Bible School collected 250 books!  What an overwhelming response!




Do you eat every day?? Do you enjoy conversation and laughter? Do you have a new recipe you want to try or a favorite recipe you want to share? If you answered yes to even one of these questions, you may be interested in Dine with Nine. This is a group of nine people who gather once a month (for 3 months) at the home of a group member to share dinner with each family unit providing one part of the meal. All adults (younger, older, married, single) are invited to participate in this night out with great food and fellowship. New groups are now being formed. If interested, contact Pastor Paula (238-6135).
( Notes from the Nurses (

Does anyone age 55 or over notice their vision becoming blurred like looking through a cloudy piece of glass? Does it seem that the sun or lamps are shining too brightly or are glaring? When driving at night do oncoming headlights seem to glare more than before? Are colors not as bright as they once were?  If you answered yes to some of these questions, you may have a cataract.  August is National Cataract Awareness month.


A cataract is the clouding of the natural eye lens. This is the part of the eye that focuses light and produces clear, sharp images. The lens is located in a capsule. Cataracts form when dead cells become trapped within the capsule. Over time the cells accumulate and cause blurred or fuzzy vision.


Diagnosing cataracts involves a comprehensive eye exam. The pupil is dilated so that the doctor can see the cataract directly. Cataracts do not damage the eye but surgery is a common treatment.  The surgeon uses a microscopic incision to remove the lens and replace it with an artificial lens. Over 95% of people who have this surgery have excellent surgical results and restoration of good visual acuity. This outpatient procedure is relatively simple and painless. Local anesthesia is used, and visual acuity is usually achieved in one to seven days.


If your vision is becoming blurry have your eyes examined. Take care of yourself!


Blood pressures will be checked between services on August 24.  See you there!

Gail Spence and Betsy Mowry

Building committee sets timeline


Our goal as a congregation has been, and continues to be, to establish a church building better able to serve the Lord Jesus Christ through ministry and outreach to our community.  May God continue to bless this endeavor to advance his kingdom and Multiply God’s Love!


The Building Committee has met actively over the past two months to review the need assessments and ideas for the Sanctuary and classroom areas of the new church.  Sanctuary seating for 750 – 800 and Sunday School classrooms for 350 - 400 youth / adults are the preliminary capacity goals.  The education wing will include a master plan for expansion, as it is needed, to accommodate higher Sunday School and/or evening attendance.  A large multipurpose room and kitchen are also envisioned.  Future meetings will focus on important details in these areas.  The above goals and requirements plus many more will be incorporated in the Long Range Plan and the Architectural Plan for the Royalton Road property.  


The Architect Sub-Committee has nearly completed its evaluation of traditional architect-contractor versus design-build project delivery systems.  The sub-committee has met with three design-build firms and three architectural firms to gather information with which to make an informed decision.  The preferred delivery system will be selected very soon and then the sub-committee will move into the vendor selection phase of its work.  The goal is to select the best vendor for our church project by fall of this year.


The tentative timeline for the building project is shaping up as follows:  

· Selection of vendor – Fall 2003

· Development of Site Master Plan (with vendor) – Fall 2003 thru Winter ’03/’04

· Architectural drawings, review, estimates, final drawings – Winter ’04 thru Fall ’04

· Recommendation to build presented to Administrative Board – Fall 2004

· Recommendation to build presented to Church congregation – Fall 2004

· Ground breaking at site – Spring 2005

· Site preparation – Spring 2005

· Construction of Church building(s) – 2005 / 2006

· Dedication of new Church – 2006

This is an aggressive timeline but one the Building Committee believes is workable based on comparisons to similar projects.  Please continue to generously support the “Multiplying God’s Love” capital campaign and continue to pray for God’s wisdom and guidance for the Building Committee!


The Building Committee was appointed by the Administrative Board of SUMC to actively pursue the vision of SUMC.  The Committee reports regularly to the Administrative Board.

Newsworthy Notes

Thank You to outdoor work crew!

A word of thanks to those who worked to get the fence area and flower beds in shape on the church property. Several hands worked for many hours on July 12th to put the property in great shape! Some of this group gives their time on a regular basis! 

Thanks to the crew leader George Ringle along with Alan Ringle, Bob and Linda Allwood, Bob and Diane Nickle, Laurel and Bob Tomek and Dave Powell.  Special thanks to those who baked muffins for the hungry 
workers! Great work everyone!
Love Shawls

The ladies who have been busy making Love Shawls have taken a summer break. They will soon be starting up again for the fall and winter months. If you know of anyone who should have a shawl because of illness or a crisis in their life, please call Grace Kellner (440-234-0938) or Alice Waltz (440-239-1970). We have already presented ten or more shawls to persons who are dealing with a crisis.

Fundraiser honors Mary Jo Willcocks


A “Relay for Life” was held in Strongsville on June 27 and 28, and $3600 was raised for the American Cancer Society in memory of Mary Jo Willcocks.  Mary Jo was an active member of our congregation who died of cancer. 


An additional $8000 was raised by Dell Klingensmith. Being unable to take part in the relay because of participating in a Sprint charity golf tournament in Vail, CO, Dell thought it would be fitting in memory of Mary Jo to name the Cancer Society of Cuyahoga County as the charity of choice for his winnings.

Christian Education News


My name is Mary Phillips and I am blessed to be the next Christian Education Director. Thankfully, Carol Williams will be leading the way for the next six months so that I may observe and learn the many facets of this position.


My prayer is that you’ll be patient through this transition, share your knowledge and your ideas, so we can bring Glory to God. In unifying our efforts, we teach our children by example, the wondrous spirit of the Lord.
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Get ready; mark your calendars for Sunday, September 7th!  It is the 1st day of Fall Sunday school. In order to make this year a success we are seeking Sunday school teachers, Substitute teachers, and helpers during the 9:30 am or 11:00 am service. Our goal is to provide a more consistent classroom environment for our children by urging our teachers to make a quarterly commitment. However, we are grateful for those who are willing to sign up monthly or team-teach.


In the bulletin this month, we are including a form for those interested in volunteering for the Sunday school program. Please drop off the completed form in the Christian Education office or leave the form in the pew and it will be collected after services.

Whatever you do, work at it with all of your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men…. It is the lord Christ you are serving.  Colossians 3:23,24


Thanks to all of our wonderful teachers and helpers,




Mary Phillips

Confirmation 2003-2004


What is Confirmation? Confirmation is a class for youth entering the 6th to 8th grades in the fall who are interested in becoming members of the Strongsville United Methodist Church. The students will meet on Sunday evenings from 6-8 pm (usually three Sunday evenings a month). The class time will consist of studying Scripture, church history and the beliefs of the United Methodist Church. 

Each student will be responsible for learning Scripture memory work, participating in two field trips, attending a weekend retreat at a United Methodist camp, meeting with an assigned mentor, being present in worship, and completing workbook material.  At the completion of the Confirmation year, the youth will be received into the membership of Strongsville United Methodist Church on Sunday May 16th, 2004 during the 11am worship service. 


Any family interested in having their youth be a part of the Confirmation Class for the coming school year or having any questions should contact Pastor Paula by phone (440) 238-6135 (ext. 15) or in writing by August 25th, 2003. (Please do not hesitate to leave a message).  


Looking forward to a great class of Confirmation students!
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Vacation Bible School notes
A  Big Thank You


I am very proud to have been involved in giving the children of this congregation, along with many visitors, a wonderful experience at Vacation Bible School this year.  My hope is that all who attended, both big and small, took something valuable away with them at the end of the week.  
Once the numbers were tallied, over 180 children and adults were involved in this year’s VBS!  Everyone did a wonderful job accommodating the large group of children!  Thank you for all of your hard work.  You know what your part was, from decorating to crew leaders to station leaders – you are all the unsung heroes of this program.  It takes a church to raise a child and we definitely gave it our all.  

Our mission project this year included collecting new shoes and socks.  During the week we collected 109 pairs of new shoes and 150 pairs of new socks!  We also brought in our gently used books to donate to MetroHealth Medical Center to supplement their Reach Out and Read program.  This is an ongoing project sponsored by The United Methodist Women here at our church.  I do not have the final number on how many books we collected, but I know the number was generous!


Praise God!

Go “Back to SCUBA” August 24th

On Sunday, August 24th we will be going “Back to SCUBA.”  This is a new program from Group publishing and will allow us to once again touch the lives of the children before we send them back to school.  This program is for all the children ages 3 and up, whether you were able to attend in June or not!  

We will begin signing the children in at 9 am and will begin the program promptly at 9:15 am.  The parents who are not helping out can then go upstairs for the 9:30 am service.  Our program is two hours long.  We ask that the parents join us after their service for the conclusion of our program.  We will try to be finished as close to 11 am as possible.  

There will be a craft, Bible time, games, and of course a snack.  We will begin and end with singing.  Please consider helping out.  I need crew leaders to take the children to the different stations.  The groups will be age based for this event (grade they are going into) --  preschoolers; K and 1st; 2nd and 3rd; 4th and up. Please call me if you are interested in helping in any way with this program.  There is no cost to attend this program.


God Bless!

Patty Mendenhall, VBS Director
Report from Lakeside
East Ohio Annual Conference


The 34th session of the East Ohio Annual Conference was held June 16 – 20 at Lakeside, Ohio.  Representing our church were Rev. Ron, Pastor Paula, Hildi Fitzpatrick and Carol Williams.


The worship theme this year was “Find Us Faithful…Prayers, Presence, Gifts and Service.”  Bishop Ann B. Sherer, Episcopal Leader of the Missouri UMC, gave inspiring messages on one of the four topics each day, Tuesday through Friday.  Monday’s worship was communion with the message give by Dr. John Ewing, president of Mount Union College.


The business sessions were filled with reports from all the agencies within the conference. One area of great concern was the need to cut expenses for the operation of the East Ohio Conference. Some churches have been unable to pay all their apportionments and this has left a shortfall. The conference staff is committed to staying within the income. Another area of financial concern is rising health care costs. The conference is self-insured, and decisions were made regarding co-pays and prescription costs for the insured.


A number of resolutions were passed regarding various social concerns. Letters will be sent to various Ohio agencies voicing these concerns


Thursday night we celebrated the 300th birthday of John Wesley.  During the festivities we also celebrated the response to the bishop’s initiatives.  The initiative to raise money to support the African University and Dendera School projects was a success and went over goal.  The new initiative is to raise funds for scholarships to United Methodist camps for campers who otherwise could not afford to go.  The celebrations ended with birthday cake for all.


After many ballots, delegates for the General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference of 2004 were elected.


Friday’s closing was a reaffirmation of faith and membership vows.  The benediction:  “Jesus has asked us to follow…to be his faithful disciples. May we unite in our individual prayers and our corporate prayers as the congregations of the East Ohio Conference. Find  us faithful, Lord, in our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service. Amen.”

Joys & Concerns

of the Congregation

Weddings

Erin Basnik & Chad Hall were married on June 21.  Erin is the daughter of Jim & Brenda Basnik.


Heather Schell & John Supinski were united in marriage on July 12.

Births


Congratulations to Richard & Amy Coleman on the birth of their daughter Hailey Elisabeth Coleman on June 20.  Proud grandparents are Dick & Nancy Coleman, and proud great-grandfather is Dick Coleman.
Deaths

Newt Chalfant entered the church triumphant on June 29. The prayers and sympathy of the congregation is expressed to his wife Joan and family.


Deepest sympathy is also extended to Pastor Paula & David Koch and family upon the death of Paula’s aunt, Toni Dempsey, on June 7; to Fred & Jennie DeNoble and family upon the death of Fred’s uncle, Alfred DeNoble, on June 13; to Lisa Maurer and family upon the recent death of her grandmother; Jean Maurer; to Brad & Barbara Lizotte and family upon the death of Brad’s daughter, Valerie, on June 22; to Chuck & Lita Staley and family upon the death of Chuck’s sister, Barbara Herre, on June 24; to Carl & Janel Gelo and family upon the death of Janel’s mother, Mary Cannon, on June 28; to Brenda Soja and family upon the death of her grandmother, Jean Williams, on June 29; to Brian & Susan Graziano and family upon the death of Susan’s mother, Ethel Pech, on July 9; to Mildred Hagy and family upon the death of her son, Edward Haggerty on July 8; and to Ernie Willcocks and family upon the death of his mother-in-law, Gladys Girton, on July 3.

Why me?


When we're faced with an unexpected hardship, our first impulse is often to ask, "Why me? Oh, God, why me?"


When a blessing comes our way, we happily accept it, yet seldom do we ask, "Why me? Oh, God, why me?"
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From Our 

Church’s Mailbox

Dear Patti and VBS Staff,


Our many thanks for a lot of work and effort to make VBS a fun and memorable experience for our daughters. It was very rewarding to heart the girls “chatter” about the daily events. As a newcomer to SUMC, I felt as though I made new friends. I cannot wait for next year so that I (we) can become more involved. Thank you for all your patience (especially when Bethany was in tears), kindness and friendship you have bestowed upon our family. May God continue to enrich your lives with His everlasting love.



With our many thanks,



Steve, Heidi, Rachel, Sarah & Bethany Nemets

((((((
Dear SUMC,


Thank you for selecting me as one of the Chapman Scholar recipients. It will be put to good use as I attend Capital University this fall!


I also want to take this opportunity to thank a few of those who have helped me in my faith journey:  Rev. Joe Santomen, Rev. John Kelly, all my Sunday School teachers, Mrs. Alys Herrick, Mrs. Tammy Haseley, Mr. Don Shearer, and especially Rev. Ron, Pastor Paula, and Greg Grimwood. These individuals in my life have helped me to strive to be the best and to live my life as a Christian. I am very lucky to have had such a wonderful church to lay that foundation for me. As I go off to college in the fall I’ll take many wonderful memories with me.



Much love,



Elizabeth Wynn

((((((

Thank you so very much for the support, and concern during Janel's mother's hospice stay and passing. We were deeply touched by the expression of love by our church family.


In Christian love, 


Carl & Janel Gelo 

((((((
Dear Rev. Ron, Pastor Paula, and SUMC Congregation,


I am writing this thank you note with a huge smile on my face holding our 7-week old son Carson.   Bill  and I truly 

appreciate all of your support, prayers, and dinners that were offered during our “survivor” pregnancy.  As many of you know, we tried for over three years to have a child through in-vitro fertilization.  Through the miracle of prayer (and a little science) our son was finally born on April 26, 2003.


Back  on September 11, 1999, Bill and I were married in the church. Due to scheduling conflicts and busy lives, we were never able to officially join the church. Finally back in September, 2002, I made a commitment to join a membership class and was received into the church in October. What’s amazing about that story is that was the same month we found out we were expecting.  I truly believe in the power of prayer, and feel the support of the entire congregation helped us create our beautiful son. So thank you to every single one of you for bringing this wonderful light into our lives.



God Bless,



Bill, Laura & Carson Brown

((((((
Dear Congregation,


Where do we begin to thank everyone for their prayers and cards sent upon the recent death of Newt? Words cannot begin to express our sincere appreciation.


A special thank you to Rev. Ron for his many visits and prayers given. Many thanks to Rev. Joe Santomen for the lovely memorial service, and to the ladies of the church for the lovely luncheon. 



With our sincere thanks,



Joan Chalfant and family

Christmas for Kids project 

needs cross-stitchers


Members of the Crossroads Stitchers and other friends create over 250 ornaments each year to be given to donors who participate in the Strongsville Food Bank’s Christmas for Kids Project.  


This year’s pattern is a Christmas bulb. The pattern and cross stitch remnant fabric are available free all year from Just Stitching (13315 Prospect Road, Strongsville).  Finished orna-ments need to be returned to the shop by November 15th. 


Individuals and groups (including youth groups) are invited to participate in making these ornaments. If you enjoy cross stitching and would enjoy being part of this project, contact Ann Miley at the Food Bank (440-846-0197) for more information.  
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