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  Strongsville United Methodist Church

( ( ( (  Logos Needs YOU!  ( ( ( (

The Logos ministry at Strongsville United Methodist Church nurtures our children and youth with Christian education and spiritual growth. Our focus is on the practice of Christian relationships in a structured, midweek, four-part context. Our goal is to create an atmosphere where our children, youth and adults experience being together as a Christian community.

 
Following the example of the first Christians (Acts 2:42) Logos is conducted in a supportive, integrated environment that offers Bible study, recreation, a family-style meal and worship skills. Many hands are needed to make this ministry successful.  We invite all adults in the congregation to prayerfully consider how they might serve. Whatever time you have to give, we have a job you can do. We are currently in need of kitchen help (both during the afternoons and evenings), classroom help and playtime helpers (Dads…this is a great way for you to get involved). 

The fall semester of Logos begins on Thursday, September 4th at 5:30 pm. Logos is open to all children and youth from Kindergarten through High School.  Nursery service is available for younger children whose parents are working in Logos. 


To find out more about Logos, to volunteer your time or to register your children or youth, please call Bev. Wells (572-1415) or Lynne Koszkalda (238-0883). 

Christian Education News



Supposedly these are the lazy days of summer, but it is anything but lazy in the Education Department.
       We have just finished a wonderful week of Vacation Bible School. The church was full of the laughter and glad voices of 100 children as they learned of God's love for them. THANK YOU to all who helped in any way with VBS. We are truly blessed to have wonderful leaders and helpers like you in this church. God has blessed us with your love and commitment. May He bless you and yours. A very special thank you to Patty Mendenhall for organizing and directing again this year. Patty did a super job.


On July 1 we welcome our new Christian Education Director. She is Mary Phillips. Mary is a member of SUMC and many of you already know her. She and her husband Brad have three children. Welcome Mary!

    Before we know it, fall will be here. We in the Education Department are already thinking about fall and would like you to do the same. Please consider teaching or helping in a Sunday School Class at the 9:30 or 11:00 service. We encourage you to teach for a quarter, but you could also sign up for a 
month, or team teach with someone else. If you really want to know more or learn about a concept, the best way is to teach it. Remember that you will probably get more out of the experience than the student.
       Now that I have mentioned teaching, what about getting your feet wet this summer? You can be the storyteller or you can be in a classroom working with the arts and crafts. All the planning is done for you.

   Thank you to all who have helped in the Education Work Area the past several months.





       Carol Williams
From Pastor Paula’s Desk

“I love those who love me, 
and those who seek me find me.”          Proverbs 8:17
Open your eyes


On a recent Kodak commercial the final portion shows a little girl viewing the clear sharp pictures of her teacher’s trip to another country. Her final line is, “Today my teacher taught me to open my eyes.”

Each time I see the commercial, something pulls at my own heart. I become aware of the voice of God speaking those words to me, “Open your eyes.”  That  one little sentence has a profound impact.  I ask myself why? I am called to “open my eyes.”


Open your eyes... do you see the neighbor who is hurting? Open your eyes... do you see the beauty of the sunrise?  Do you see the child with a tear stained face?  Do you see the nursing home resident who needs a hug?  Do you see the nests being made by the little yellow finches that visit your feeder?  Do you see the beauty of the lilies that God has designed for your pleasure and His? Open your eyes... do you see the depth of love your spouse has for you?  Do you see the laughter on the face of your child?  Open your eyes... do you see the contentment in your dog as you gently brush its coat?

 
Open your eyes... do you see the depth of God’s love for you? Are you seeking after the one who loves you?


Open your eyes...God has something to show you today! 

 

United Methodist Women

We recently received the following letter from MetroHealth Medical Center:


“Thank you all so much for your recent donation of gently used children’s books to MetroHealth’s Medical Center’s Reach Out and Read program. Your group’s participation in the collection of such wonderful books truly benefits our program by allowing so many children and families the opportunity to enjoy a book while waiting to see their doctor. 


“As you are aware, Reach Out and Read is a program that gives pediatricians the opportunity to discuss the importance of reading to children and families during a well child exam, while at the same time, providing children with new developmentally and culturally appropriate books to keep. Your efforts in collecting these books are greatly appreciated, and we look forward to placing these books in the hands of many children coming to our pediatric outpatient clinic!


“Again, on behalf of MetroHealth Medical Center’s Pediatric Outpatient Clinic, we extend a sincere thank you!”


Please continue to support the Reach Out and Read program with your donations of gently used books.



Do you eat every day?? Do you enjoy conversation and laughter? Do you have a new recipe you want to try or a favorite recipe you want to share? If you answered yes to even one of these questions, you may be interested in Dine with Nine. This is a group of nine people who gather once a month (for 3 months) at the home of a group member to share dinner with each family unit providing one part of the meal. All adults (younger, older, married, single) are invited to participate in this night out with great food and fellowship. New groups are now being formed. If interested, contact Pastor Paula (238-6135).
College Grads

Katherine Bakeman graduated from Bowling Green State University with a B.S. in Education.

Nicholas Jager graduated from Miami University with a B.S. in Information Technology and Finance

Jesse Canonico received his Dr. of Jurisprudence from Cleveland Marshall College of Law.

Leah Stands (Marie Stands’ granddaughter) received a Ph.D. in molecular genetics from Ohio State University.

Rex Wilford received his doctor of Osteopathic Medicine from Ohio University.  He will intern at Doctor’s Hospital in Massillon, Ohio.  His wife Emily Goslee Wilford received her M.S. in Nursing from Case Western Reserve University.
High School Class of 2003

Sean Armstrong  **

Shannon MacIntyre


Kirsten Astler


Brad McDowell **


Don Border *  **


Chelsea Moore


Brad Buschman


Grant Palmer


Thad Cain



Justin Parkhurst


Jennifer Caton


Alan Ringle *  **


Kenny Churchill


Christopher Roberts


Devon diLauro *


Shelby Sermak *


Erin diLauro *


Andy Slavik


Katrina Diller


Rebecca Spitzig


Tommy Ehrnfelt *  **
J
ennifer Swanson


Tricia Fader


Lauren Szunyog


Shelly Hartman *  **

John Talpas


Kaitlin Herald  **

Matt Wurgler


Lauren Hertler  **

Scott Wurgler


Caroline Keenan *  **

Elizabeth Wynn *


Arthur Kraatz *  **

Alison Zamrzla *


Mark Lehman

Chapman Scholarship *
Honors Diploma **


A number of students from our church family were also honored with corporate, college and other local scholarships. Kirsten Astler received the Cuyahoga Community College Education and the Alma Beshara Memorial scholarships as well as a Thespian Award. Don Border was awarded a Baldwin Wallace Trustees Scholarship, a Baldwin Wallace Alumni Scholarship and an SEA Scholarship. Katrina Diller received the Strongsville Police Youth Program Scholarship. A Baldwin Wallace Trustees Scholarship, Drake PTA Scholarship and Strongsville Education Association Scholarship were given to Tommy Ehrnfelt. Lauren Hertler was given the Strongsville PTA Council Scholarship and Caroline Keenan was given the OAPSE 028 Scholarship. Arthur Kraatz received the Wittenberg University Scholar Award. The Ohio State University Buckeye Scholarship and the Paul Kirchner Soccer Scholarship went to Brad McDowell.
Chris Roberts was given a Baldwin Wallace Trustee Scholarship and an Alumni Scholarship. Jennifer Swanson received an Academic/Athletic Scholarship from Lenore-Rhyne College. Elizabeth Wynn was awarded the Capital University Conservatory of Music Scholarship, the Baldwin Wallace Women’s Committee Conservatory of Music Preparatory Department Scholarship, a Capital University Achievement Scholarship, the William J. Long Scholarship from the Akron Youth Symphony and the Carole Maatz Scholarship. Don Border and Elizabeth Wynn were also honored by the High School Music Department with Don receiving the Louis Armstrong Jazz Award and Elizabeth receiving the John Philip Sousa Award. 

Mission News from Sierra Leone


Strongsville UMC supports three missionary teams through a covenant relationship.  We pledge to support each team with a financial commitment of $2500, plus maintain correspondence with the teams and provide non-monetary support as needs are made known to us.


One of our missionaries is Beth Ferrell.  Beth, a native Ohioian, has been assigned to Sierra Leone for the past 18 months.  Some of the photographs Beth sent us can be seen on the Mission bulletin board directly across from the toddler room.  You can support our covenant missionary teams by designating your gift  to the SUMC mission outreach fund.


Following are excerpts from her recent letter to our congregation:
Dear Friends,


Just a note and a few photos to keep you up to date on the mission you are "helping to happen" in Sierra Leone. I arrived back in Freetown on January 25 as planned.

The UMCOR Grant money was available when I returned so we started work on one half of the staff duplex house and it is ready to occupy. Elsie Gbow will be moving in soon. We are hoping her living at Manjama UM Health Center will stimulate more business.  Because the activity level is not sufficient to sustain the Health Center, we are seeking income generating activities -- one of which is establishing a "piggery". Another one is looking at ways to help the local farmers through demonstration agricultural projects. The Lord works in mysterious ways and provided two workshops in March and April that provided material for the agricultural projects.


The first workshop was on Community Mobilization for the Bo District. I was a facilitator and led the group of 22 participants in the topics of Nutrition, Clean Water, Sanitation/Hygiene and Family Planning. 


The second workshop was on Moringa Trees and Soy Beans. Moringa seeds were given to each participant. All 10 of our seeds germinated and 46 of 50 that I brought from [a previous conference] have germinated. The Moringa Tree has many uses -- look it up on the Internet to see some of its benefits. We are hoping to establish Moringa Tree Production to benefit the local village farmers


My missionary colleagues, Walt and Pat Ebert, left Sierra Leone on March 31, A sad day for all those they benefited during their ministry in Bo. We lived on the same compound and were good friends. I will miss them. Please keep them in prayer as they seek the Lord's guidance regarding their future.


May these glimpses of Sierra Leone help you to see the work being done in Christ's name and help you realize the important part you play in all that is being accomplished for God's Kingdom in the "here and now". Thanks on behalf of all those benefiting from your help.

 


In Christ's Love,




Beth Ferrell, R.N., M.S.N.

( Notes from the Nurses (

“And the rockets red glare. The bombs bursting in air…” What an exciting time with the 4th of July almost here. Fireworks and celebrations certainly go together this time of year. Unfortunately fireworks can be dangerous, causing serious burn and eye injuries. In the United States, 10 persons died and an estimated 11,000 were treated in emergency departments for fireworks-related injuries during 2000. About 50% of persons injured from fireworks are children ages 14 years and younger, with males being injured twice as frequently as females. 

Fireworks-related injuries most frequently involve eyes (30%), hands (29%), and the head and face (17%). More than half of the injuries are burns (55%); contusions and lacerations were the second most frequent injuries (26%). Fireworks can also cause life-threatening residential fires.


Obviously, the safest way to prevent fireworks-related injuries is to leave fireworks displays to trained professionals. If you do decide to set them off on your own, be sure to follow these important safety tips: Never allow children to play with or ignite fireworks. Read and follow all warnings and instructions. Be sure other people are out of range before lighting fireworks. Only light fireworks on a smooth, flat surface away from the house, dry leaves, and flammable materials. Never try to relight fireworks that have not fully functioned. Keep a bucket of water available in case of a malfunction or fire.


Blood pressure checks this month will be July 27 at 9:00 (between services) in the parlor. 


Have a safe and happy 4th!



Betsy Mowry and Gail Spence
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· "ON THE WAY" is taking a July vacation break. Watch the next newsletter and bulletins for our up coming schedule!  Just because we are taking a vacation break, remember God doesn't! See you in worship!
· THANK YOU to the church grass cutter for always making the church lawn look so beautiful!

· Ad Board members please note:  The next Ad Board meeting will be Monday, September 8 at 7:30 pm.

· Copeland Oaks retirement home will hold its 7th charity auction on Saturday, August 9 at 10:00 am.  The auction is in support of the Life Care Fund which ensures that residents who lack funds to pay the costs of care are not forced to leave. For more information of or to make a tax-deductible donation, please call Lisa at (330) 938-7405.
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We have four new books in the library.  Thank you Ruby and John Gormsen for donating D-Day by Stephen Ambrose.  


Many thanks to Friday Fellowship for purchasing 3 memorial books.  What’s Missing? by Rena Pederson is an inspirational book for women with insights from Laura Bush, Diane Sawyer and others.  It was purchased in memory of Bernice  Fowler.  Three Junes by Julia Glass is a novel "that traces the members of a family as they confront the joys and longings, fulfillments and betrayals of love in all its guises."  It was purchased in memory of Leatrice Hoeferle.  The Purpose Driven Life  by Rick Warren is for everyone who wants to know their purpose and fulfill their destiny.  This book was purchased in memory of Walter Ehrnfelt.  

All of these books can be found in the library, just inside of the church parlor.  Enjoy a summer read!!!
Joys & Concerns

of the Congregation

Weddings

Rex Wilford & Emily Goslee were married on May 23 in Cozumel Can island near Mexico.  Rex is the son of Janet Wilford.

Kimberly McBriarty & Jeff Dettmer were married on May 30 in the chapel at Baldwin-Wallace College.  Jeff is the son of Jim & Linda Dettmer.

Sherri & Paul Little were married on June 7.  Sherri is the daughter of Diana Lindsay.


Steve Parker & Katie Hrnchar were married on June 7. Steve Is the son of Rich & Sue Parker.

LeAnne Gershkowitz & Chris Esch were united in marriage on June 7.


Best wishes to all the newlyweds!
Baptisms

We rejoice with the families of those who have entered the family of faith through the sacrament of baptism.  Baptized on Sunday, June 15 were Jaclyn Faith Karpinsky, daughter of John & Lori Zebrowski Karpinsky; Garrett Evan Manney, son of Gary & Kimberly Honroth Manney; Emma Catherine Morey, daughter of Andrew Morey & Jessica Evans; and Delaney McCrone Wickert, daughter of Scott & Kimberly McCrone Wickert.
Deaths

Deepest sympathy to Maria &  Dan LaRocco and family upon the death of Maria’s mother, Leatrice Hoeferle on May 22nd; and to Anne Ehrnfelt and family upon the death of Mayor Walter Ehrnfelt on May 25th.

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to members of our church family who have lost a loved one:  to Vic & Carol Perri and family upon the death of Vic’s grandmother, Alice Perri, on May 26; to Dave & Pat Crandall and family upon the death of Pat’s father, William Bidle, on May 28; to Mark & Karen Milia and family upon the death of Mark’s grandmother, Marie Mucha; and to Charles & Eve Hawk, Bob & Linda Allwood, and Gerald & Geraldine Hawk and families upon the death of Charles, Linda, and Gerald’s mother, Thelma Hawk, on June 4.

We would like to thank everyone for their prayers for our miracle baby, Sydney. Sydney was born 11 weeks early, weighing only 2 pounds.  After a 7-week hospital stay, she is now healthy and at home with her parents.

We truly understand the blessing that we have received.



Brian & Lisa Muskoff



Terry & Karen Muskoff, grandparents


Thanks again for the Bible study that comes in the mail.  You can't imagine how appropriate the messages are to me.  I'm sending special thanks to Bobbie Mezzulo, her daughter and son-in-law, Renee McDermott and John, and George Ringle.  They made the move to my new cluster home as tranquil as moving can ever be.




Mary Beth Holman


Thank you for your generous donation of $183 to the Food Bank.  In May we served 123 individuals (187 adults and 83 children). Approximately $2500 in nonperishable good and TOPS gift certificates were distributed to them.
You continued support is greatly appreciated and helps to make the distributions possible.  Thank you and God bless each of you.



Ann Miley.



Coordinator, Strongsville Food Bank


Thanks to Rev. Ron and Pastor Paula for visiting and praying with me after my surgery. I also thank the congregation for remembering me in prayer.




Gratefully,



Ethel Dean

To the members of SUMC,


Thank you for your generous scholarship gift. I plan to use it while attending Tri-C.  It’s been a rewarding experience being a member of this church.  Thanks again!




Shelby Sermak

Dear Congregation,


I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for awarding me with the Chapman Scholarship. It is very gratifying knowing that my church supports me in my educational endeavors. I promise to you and the Lord that I will use this money wisely.


Thank you for making this church another home for me to come to.




Wholeheartedly,




Caroline M. Keenan

Dear members of SUMC,


I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for selecting me as one of the Chapman Scholars for this year. I really appreciate everything the church has done for me and provided me with, and I’ll carry that with me as I head off to college next year.  Thank you so very much.




Don Border

Dear Congregation,


I want to thank you for honoring me with the Chapman Scholarship. It’s especially meaningful to me since Senior Salute was the last evening I spent with my grandfather. Your support means so much to us. I promise to do my best at Baldwin-Wallace.




Sincerely,




Tommy Ehrnfelt

We Welcome New Members
The receiving of new members into our faith community is a time of joyous celebration. We are happy to receive those listed below as our new brothers and sisters in Christ. Please make an effort to know them, and welcome them to the groups and activities in the church in which you participate.
Bethany McCoy Anderson







James W. & Sandra B. Kepke
11330 Sharon Drive, Parma 44130






20912 Lunn Rd., Strongsville 44149
(440) 887-3980










(440) 572-5039
(shepherd sponsor: Heidimarie Morgan)





(shepherd sponsors: Tom & Sandy Moir)
ChristopherJ.  & Jennifer Stone Erdelac





Cornelia Oltean
17912 Blazing Star, Strongsville 44136





19395 Knowlton Parkway, Strongsville 44149
(440) 238-7200










(440) 846-0893
(shepherd sponsors: Greg & Amy Vance)





(shepherd sponsor: Betty Berry)
Edward & Shirley Fegan








Thomas K. & Cathy Ann O’Neill
12905 Olympus Way, Strongsville 44149





16971 Deer Path Dr., Strongsville 44136
(440) 268-9063










(440) 878-9185
(shepherd sponsors:  Bob & Laurel Tomek)





(shepherd sponsors: Jerry & Karen Lawrence)
Robert A. & Jaime A. Hart







Karen Marie Shiffert
11598 Park Moss Avenue, Strongsville 44136




18388 Ash Drive, Strongsville 44149
(440) 572-2776










(440) 878-1973
(shepherd sponsors: Scott & Deb Rovniak)





(shepherd sponsor: Wende Bakeman)
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