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Holy Week Schedule

Palm Sunday, April 13

Worship Services at 9:30 and 11:00 am

Procession to the cross (weather permitting)

Holy Thursday, April 17

Communion services at 1:30 and 7:30 pm

Good Friday, April 18

Worship Service at 7:30 pm

Easter Sunday, April 20

Sunrise Service, 6:15 am (Bonnie Park)

Worship Services at 8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 am

All Holy Week services will feature special music.

Reflecting on 10 Years of Logos…

The youngest are now in High School.  The older ones have completed school and begun careers. Some even have children of their own.  In September of 1993, forty children of all ages and a group of very nervous adults began a ministry unlike any that had previously been tried at the Strongsville United Methodist Church. No one was sure it would work. Would anyone really come in the middle of the week to spend three hours in church learning about Jesus and how he wants us to live our lives?

But they did come and we have just completed the tenth year of Logos at this church. In those ten years the lives of countless children, youth and adults have been touched in profound and lasting ways. The four parts of Logos have given us a weekly chance to be in fellowship (as we share a meal during Family Time), to study God’s word (during Bible Hour), to praise God (using our Worship Skills) and to just have fun together (in Playtime).  

Logos is about relationships. As we work to build our personal relationship with Christ, we also build our relationships with others in our church family. Our children and youth  learn  that  this church  is a  place where they are dearly 



loved and accepted, that this church is a place where “everyone is a child of God and must be treated as such.” 

The ministry of Logos is available to everyone in the church. No matter how much time you have to give, there is a way you can be part of the Logos family. If you love God, love children and youth, and have a talent to share (believe me, you 
do have a talent to share), Logos has a job for you. Can you help set tables on a Thursday afternoon? Can you make brownies once every 12 weeks? Can you help in a classroom for one hour? Can you play a game? Can you rock a baby?

Even as we thank God for the blessings of the last ten years, we look to the future. We pray that God will continue to provide the opportunity for our children and youth to learn and grow in their faith. We pray that God will send us committed adults of all ages who are willing to get involved. If you would like to know more about Logos and how you and/or your children/youth can become part of this “midweek miracle,” please contact Bev. Wells (572-1415). 

All women are invited to

a day of peace & rejuvenation
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After the long winter, a springtime spiritual boost is in order, and Strongsville UMW has one coming up. Take a day off from responsibilities while you recharge in the springtime surroundings of the Lodge in Quail Hollow State Park near Hartville. Take care of YOU for a day and recharge in tranquil surroundings and spring beauty while you find new energy for your spiritual life.

Inspiration – and Flowers for the Soul

Elizabeth Stanton Cooper will lead a day of inspiration and rejuvenation. She will help us focus on finding inspiration even in desperation and show us how to “grow flowers for the soul” even in the rockiest times. Bring your stressful thoughts  and take home a bouquet of tranquility.   

We will meet at the church at 8:20 am to carpool to the lodge on Saturday, April 5. Our program will be from 10 am to 3 pm with a break for lunch. Cost is $20, which is all inclusive.  The day is open to all women, and guests are very welcome.

 
Elizabeth Stanton Cooper is a lifelong United Methodist who has been active in Conference and has won national awards for her service to the United Methodist Church. She has taught nursing at Youngstown State University and Theil College, successfully raised a family and has now answered the call to the ministry. She is a candidate for graduation in May from the Methodist Theological Seminary in Delaware, Ohio. 

 From Pastor Paula’s desk

As I write this, there are many things happening in
the world today. The future seems so uncertain. Yet in my continued reading of John Wesley’s sermons, I share with you a portion of his sermon titled,

 “Upon Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount: Discourse III :”
“Blessed are the peace-makers for they will be called sons of God.”               Matthew 5:9  

“But in the full extent of the word, a peace-maker  is one that, as hath opportunity, ‘doeth good unto all merit’; one that, being filled with the love of God and of all mankind, 
cannot confine the expressions of it to his own family, or friends, or acquaintance, or party, or to those of his own opinion, – no, not those who are partakers of like precious faith; but steps over all these narrow bounds, that he may do good to every man, that he may, some way or other, manifest his love to neighbours and strangers, friends and enemies. He doeth good to them all, as he hath opportunity, that is, on every possible occasion; ‘redeeming the time,’ in order thereto; buying up every opportunity, improving every hour, losing no moment wherein he may profit another.”

Peace-makers: those who do good for all!  Jesus is the living example of a peace-maker.  And He wasn’t always silent; in fact, He even got angry at the way people were abusing His Father’s house. He stood up for what he believed -- never
for His own good, but always so others would see the love of His Father. 

The example of Jesus is the one we are called to follow today.  It is not only in international affairs we are called to be peace-makers, but also in our own homes, neighborhoods, schools and churches. 

Jesus as a peace-maker loved people into seeing the truth of His Father’s love for them. His desire for us to be at peace with Him and His Father in eternity led him to a cross, the cruelest form of punishment known to man. The cross, His death and resurrection are the only means by which we come to God. He did it so we might have eternal peace.

What are we willing to do for peace?

Friday Fellowship


Please note an important date change. There will be no April meeting for Friday Fellowship due to the late Easter date this year. However, please mark your calendars for Friday, May 2nd, when our annual Chicken ‘n Biscuit Dinner will again be served in Tiber Hall at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm. Watch your Sunday bulletin for dates of ticket sales later in the month.
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April 1

Lily Jackson


April 19
Barbara Lee

April 5

Lita Staley



April 22
Linda DeWitt

April 7

Harriet Cleland

April 28
Gladys Grieco

Anniversaries

April 23
Tom & Marilyn Verbsky – 50 years!

Congratulations!!

Thought for the Day

Never point a finger  where you never lent a hand.
Mother-Daughter Banquet

Tickets for the Mother-Daughter Banquet on May 9 sold out in one morning!  There is a waiting list, so if anyone who bought tickets is unable to use them, please contact Ruth Brickley.

United Methodist Women
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Doing your own Garage Sale 
leaving you moaning?  
Then gather up your un-needed household items and bring them to the church for the ANNUAL ATTIC TO CELLAR SALE April 24 and 25th in Tiber Hall.
· We will be collecting items in the back stairwell or in the enclosed classroom in Tiber Hall starting April 14th.  
· What all are you hiding in your basement. . . outgrown toys, a stroller no longer used, one too many televisions, garden tools?

· Not only are we looking for clothing (baby, youngsters and adult), but we would love your no-longer-used exercise equipment, kids’ or adult bikes, or other swappable items. 

· Secondly, we want you to come and browse Tiber Hall and sift through what your church friends have donated and take home a “something you have been wishing for.”

· Please help us earn funds to provide monies for the women’s and children’s activities that the United Methodist Women support. 
· Thirdly, we are always in need of help:  setting up, crowd control and cleaning up.  Please contact Sandy Ogle at 238-8837 with the hours you can work.
Lydia Circle


The ladies of Lydia Circle will meet Thuirsday, April 3rd at 12:30 pm in Tiber Hall.  The program will be a Call to Prayer and Self Denial.
After the program we will pack Easter baskets for Brookside Hunger Center.


For more information, please contact Betty Berry (238-6495) or Gracce Kellner (234-0938).
Cleveland District UM Women Annual Spring Meeting
Bedford United Methodist Church, 79 Center Street, Bedford

Monday, May 5 -  $7.50

5:30 pm Registration      6 pm Dinner       7 pm Program

Registration to Dianne Powell by April 25th.
United Methodist Men


All men of the church are invited to join us for an evening of good food and fellowship on Monday, April 21 at 6:30 pm in Tiber Hall. Please sign up at the bulletin board outside the nursery.  As always…pass the word…bring a friend.  If you have any questions, contact Mark at 572-0602.

Easter Lily Sale


The United Methodist Men are selling Easter lilies that will decorate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday.  These can be placed in honor of or in memory of loved ones.  Please watch your bulletins and visit the table In the atrium to place your order.

M in M’s Night at the Theater


Join the M in M’s for an evening of great theater and fun on Friday, April 11. We will be attending Veronica's Room, an exciting mystery killer thriller at the Down Under Cafe of the Cassidy Theater in Parma Heights.  Seated at tables of four, we'll enjoy dessert and coffee or tea along with the show for only $14/person.  Make your paid reservations with Don or Barb Shearer, 846-1916.  The curtain for this chiller rises at 8:00 p.m.  Don't miss it!
Join us for "ON THE WAY" 
Sunday April 27, 2003 at 6:30pm
Together we will celebrate the gift of God given to us in Jesus Christ.
Experience the awesomeness of our God through a very special service. Invite your family and friends as 
MOVING 4WORD leads us in worship!
Love Shawl program gets underway
We are extremely pleased with the response we have received to our “Love Shawl” program. We have eight completed shawls with four more being worked on.

For those interested in being part of this program but who do not knit or crochet, there is now a “Love Shawl Fund” set up for those wishing to make a monetary donation.

If you are interested in making a shawl or have any questions, please call Alice Waltz at 440-239-1970.


Stephen Ministry


Gracious God, there are those among us whose hearts are heavy and who are facing their struggles alone. Yet you have called us, saying, “Come to me all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest,” and you have promised us “the peace of God, which transcends all understanding.” Help those among us who are hurting to recognize that they need not struggle alone, that you created us to be in community, to bear one another’s burdens. Give the silent sufferers among us the courage to seek the help they need, whether from a pastor, Stephen Minister, or a friend, so that we can make your promises real to them and bring comfort and healing to their hearts.         



In your name we pray, 


Amen.


If you would like to contact a Stephen Minister for help for yourself or for someone you know, please contact one of the following:  Bev. Wells, 572-1415; Mark or Karen Milia, 572-0602; Hildi Fitzpatrick, 572-5004; or Jim Boyer, 572-4976.
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Children's Musical Praise

On Mother's Day, May 11, children who have an appropriate musical piece prepared may perform as part of the prelude for morning worship.  It is always such a great joy to hear them praise the Lord as part of the family Christmas Eve service that we would like to give them another opportunity to share their gifts.  If you are interested in using your talent in this way, please contact Don Shearer, 846-1916, to arrange a rehearsal time before May 4.

( Notes from the Nurses (
April is National Alcohol and Drug Awareness Month. About 18 million Americans have drinking problems, and 5 – 6 million have drug problems. More than half of all adults have a family history of alcoholism or problem drinking. More than 9 million children live with a parent using alcohol and/or illicit drugs. More than 18% of Americans experience alcohol abuse or alcohol dependence sometime in their lives.


Alcohol abuse is characterized by a clinically significant impairment but does not entail physical dependence. Alcohol dependence (alcoholism) is characterized by impaired control over drinking; withdrawal symptoms when alcohol is removed; replacing normal activities with drinking; and recurrent drinking despite related physical and psychological problems.


There are recognizable signs of drinking problems. People who have a problem with alcohol will drink to calm nerves, forget worries, or to boost a sad mood. They feel guilt about drinking and there are unsuccessful attempts to cut down or stop drinking. Alcohol abusers lie about or hide drinking habits; cause harm to themselves or someone else as a result of drinking; they need to drink greater amounts to achieve desired effects; and they are irritable, resentful or unreasonable when not drinking.  

Drinking problems are expensive and dangerous. One fourth of emergency room admissions, one third of all suicides, and one half of homicides and domestic violence are alcohol-related. Almost half of all traffic fatalities are alcohol-related. Heavy drinking raises the risk for high blood pressure, heart disease, certain cancers, accidents, suicides, birth defects, and overall mortality. Alcohol and drug abuse cost the American economy around $27 billion per year in lost productivity, health care expenditures, crime, motor vehicle crashes, and other conditions.


Like other diseases, alcoholism can be overcome with proper treatment. By seeking help, people can recover and rebuild productive lives.  Family members and friends should guide persons with suspected drinking problems to seek help from their doctors. Free alcohol screening is April 10th. 
*adapted from mentalhealthscreening.org.withsbcglobal 

Have the nurses check your blood pressure
between services on April 27th.

Gail Spence and Betsy Mowry

Education News

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.”  Mark 10:14

Education Appreciation Sunday, May 4


Many of you have listened to these words of Christ and called the children and adults unto you. I am not speaking of just the teachers, but those who serve on the Committee on Education, those who cook and wash the dishes at Logos, the table parents, the VBS crew leaders, the secretaries and record keepers, and the many others who serve in our education program.  On Sunday, May 4, we will be honoring these hardworking Education Work Area people with a light brunch at 10:30 in Tiber Hall. Please take time to say thank you to those who are teachers of children, youth and adults; aides; Committee on Education members; Confirmation mentors; Logos staff; and all others who help with our educational program. I hear over and over what a great program we have here. We have it only because of all the wonderful and dedicated people who give of their time, talent and energy.

Sunday School Needs


Thank you to all who have volunteered to teach this spring quarter. We have filled a number of positions, but there are still some openings. Second grade is in need of teachers for April and May, and fourth grade needs an aide for April and May. From time to time there is a need for substitutes. Please check classroom doors and see where you can help. If you don’t have Safe Sanctuary Training, contact Carol Williams at  (440) 846-0513.

Bookmarks


On April 6 Sunday School students will be making bookmarks to be sent to our servicemen and their units. Pam Johnson and I will be coordinating this project.

Vacation Bible School


With the cold weather it is hard to realize that June is not far away. Patty Mendenhall is hard at work planning VBS. It will be held from June 16th through the 20th. It is a fun program and you will receive as much joy, if not more, than the students. If you would like to help, contact Patty at (440) 846-6152.













Carol Williams
Attention all Moms and Dads...
Having one of those days?...

Come have it with us!

SUMC Parent Growth Group

New study beginning…adding new members now.

The group meets Mondays from 9:30 – 11:00 am
Please join us for fun, snacks, and conversational parent study.

Nursery available for $3.00 per child.

We hope to see you soon!

Explore our Wesleyan heritage!


Wesleyan Senior Living is sponsoring an exciting 10-day tour of England, tracing our Wesleyan heritage through the footsteps of John and Charles Wesley, founders of Methodism, beginning July 21, 2003. The group will enjoy first-class accommodations and motorcoach travel while in England, led by professional guides. 

Hosted by Rev. Ron Dauphin, we will explore the major sights of London and the scenic cities and villages of the English countryside:  Birmingham, Bristol, Bath, Cheddar, Coventry, Epworth, Stratford-upon-Avon, and more. An extension tour of Ireland, Scotland and Wales is also available. For a detailed brochure, call the Foundation office at (440) 284-9387.

Attention Parents!

Summer Day Camps are available


Looking for a fun, safe place for your children during the summer months? The Family Life programs of Berea Children’s Home and Family Services offer Summer Day Camp at five locations throughout Cuyahoga County. We serve children who have completed kindergarten through the 8th grade. 


Each fun-filled week of summer camp will offer new activities and adventures that include weekly themes, arts & crafts, games, guest speakers, field trips, swimming and so much more! In addition, we will also incorporate a reading component that is educational and fun. The children will have access to laptop computers where they will explore educational software that will assist with improving literacy skills during the summer months. 


To learn more about these high quality summer programs, please log onto our website at www.bchfs.org or call (440) 243-0380.

(  Mark your calendar

for summer conference dates at Lakeside

June 13 – 15 
Youth Annual Conference

June 15 – 20
 East Ohio Conference

2003 marks Lakeside’s 130th Anniversary

Joys & Concerns

of the Congregation

Births


Congratulations to Jessica Evans &  Andrew Morey on the birth of their daughter, Emma Catherine Morey, on February 20.  Proud grandparents are Bob & Anita Evans.
Deaths


 The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to the family of one of our members, Bernice Fowler, who entered the church triumphant on February 25.

Deepest sympathy is also expressed to Lori & John Kotlin and family upon the death of Lori’s father, Larry Dennison, on February 8; to Mark & Karen Milia and family upon the death of Mark’s father, Charles Milia, on March 6; to Judi & Dwayne Tompkins and family upon the death of Judi’s father, John Rollins, on March 6; to to Sherri Jager and Nick Jager upon the recent death of Sherri’s mother and Nick’s grandmother, Marie Phillips; and to Dave Erickson upon the death of his fiancée, Connie Lingo.
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From our church’s mailbox
Dear Rev. Ron, Pastor Paula, and brothers and sisters in Christ,

     I would like to thank you all for your concern and prayers during my father’s last months of life as well as at his death. The cards that were sent are appreciated and did and will continue to comfort our family during this time in our lives. Please keep us in your prayers.  God Bless you all.  



Mark Milia and Family

((((((
Dear Friends at SUMC,


About two months ago I put a prayer card in with our service regarding “Mitchell,” a six-month old who was on his second liver transplant. I just wanted to thank you for all of your prayers.  Mitchell is now nine months old and just came home from the hospital.


Thank you again for reaching out your hearts and prayers to a little boy no one even knew but thanks to you now has a better chance at life.  



With love,



Kate Tenke and the Coleman Family

((((((
“To Whom It May Concern,”

If you know who might have left daffodils at my Thursday night rehearsal, please tell them the flowers lifted my spirits immensely! (also the card)



With much love,



Shirley Oltman

((((((
Dear Faithful,


We are very grateful for your donation of $426.67. Friends, like your group, are absolutely critical to our mission. Our food bank is strong because of your generosity and commitment. Your donation is already hard at work providing certificates to over 130 people and families served by the food bank each month. 


Thank you so much for your generosity. Your gifts will continue to bring joy and hope to many families in Strongsville.



Sincerely yours,



Ann Miley, Coordinator



Strongsville Emergency Food Bank, Inc.

((((((
Dear Friends and Partners in Habitat,


Have you ever thought of yourelf as the answer to someone’s prayers? For families trying to escape poverty housing, your generous gift of $100 on February 5, 2003  is that answer.  Thank you!


Through your involvement, God demonstrates his love and care for His people in need. On behalf of those still pursuing their dream of decent shelter, thank you for hearing their need and responding.



Jeffrey M. Bowen, Executive Director



Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity
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Don’t forget!
UMW Easter candy sale

Palm Sunday, April 13.
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