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                        Strongsville United Methodist Church
(   Please give blood   (
Saturday, February 22

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

It is that time of year again – it is time to GIVE BLOOD. On February 22 our church is hosting the American Red Cross Blood Drive. Show someone you care and give blood!

We critically need donors. Since the church has hosted the Blood Drive, the numbers of donors have steadily decreased. We no longer have made our goal of 35 pints of blood. Please put your fears aside and help save lives!

Every 10 seconds someone needs blood. About 40 million people will need blood this year. Less than 10% of Americans will choose to give blood, but around 95% of Americans will need blood in their lifetime. One pint of blood, which is what donors give, can save up to four people.

Many people are eligible to give blood. You must be at least 17 years old and weigh over 105 pounds. Even people who have diseases that are under control can usually give. The whole donating process takes about one hour. It takes about 6 to 10 minutes to actually give blood. The rest of the time you are either waiting, or a Red Cross worker is gathering information, or you are eating sweets. No appointments are necessary, so come anytime between 9:00 am and 2:00 pm on February 22. If you have any questions, call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE.

Those who would like to make treats for our wonderful donors can call Betsy Mowry at 440-243-6215 or Gail Spence at 440-238-0178.

Blood pressures will be taken between services on February 23.

Chase the winter blahs with Plain Vanilla!

[image: image1.wmf]Ladies, (12 and up) you are invited to a special day on February 22nd to chase the winter blahs away - a day of learning, laughter and being just plain loony is designed for you! 

Jackie Petak, a teacher at Valley Christian Academy in Aurora, OH will be with us as our teacher for the day. Jackie is a wife and mother, writer, and most of all a woman who loves Jesus!  She will present the Scriptures in a new way as she speaks of the “plain vanilla” people God uses through the Scriptures. We will gather at the Community Room located at Pearl Crossing (Retirement Community) with the doors opening at 9:00 am. We will begin promptly at 9:30 am and finish at 3:00 pm. The cost for the day is $15 which includes our speaker’s honorarium to a special project, lunch and snacks.  Space is limited to 50 women, so purchase your tickets beginning on January 26th before or after worship. Bring a friend and come to PLAIN VANILLA! For more information contact Pastor Paula (440) 238-6135.
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Youth Mission Auction 

is Coming Soon! 

Please mark your calendar for March 16, 2003 - not only will you get a chance at an excellent pancake breakfast, but that is the big day for your youth missionaries to raise money for their trip this summer.  

We are still seeking donations from the congregation, and are grateful for the generous offers we have received so far, including a 3 night stay in a beautiful Florida vacation home 10 minutes from the Disney gates!  We are hoping to offer many youth-provided, adult-supervised services as well as the more traditional items we have offered in the past, so even if you have no desire to purchase more stuff, we may have something that fits your needs!  Many of our items will be auctioned by silent auction closing at 1 pm that day - not only will you support a great cause but it’s fun!  Look for a lively auction between services for some of our big ticket items also! 

Thanks again for all your support – if you have any questions contact Debbie Smith at 878-5147 or Greg Grimwood at the church.

$ Financial Facts $

Thanks to the generosity of this congregation, we were able to meet all our obligations in 2002. Our projected budget at the beginning of the year was $576,895.72. We achieved 95% of that goal. Through the great efforts of the staff and all our volunteers, we kept spending to 93%, giving us a surplus for the year.

The Capital Campaign Fund grew by $279,777.75 plus $21,173.89 in interest for a total increase of $300,951.64. After paying the deposit and down payment on the land that we are in the process of purchasing, we still have $641,748.54 in this fund.  $24,159.46 was donated to special offerings and an additional $9524.98 was given directly to mission causes above and beyond Conference and District Benevolences of $27,243.

American Church Envelope Company apologizes for the delay in sending January envelopes. They had a printing problem.

Thanks to the Bereavement Committee

Words cannot thank everyone enough who gave of their time, hard work and food donations when called upon to prepare and serve a meal following the funeral for a church member. Over the past two years that I served as chairperson, I was blessed with a wonderful group of caring people to work with as well.


God bless you and thank you for all your help.









Warmly, Pam Johnson

From Pastor Paula’s desk

Let's see if you can answer a trivia question.
On June 17, 1703, a baby boy was born whose life, 300 years later, continues to impact the lives of believers and churches around the world. Do you know who it was?

The baby's name – John, the 15th child born to a country rector and his wife, Samuel and Suzanna; the baby -- John Wesley.

John or "Jacky" as he was known to his family, was a child declared by his mother with a special calling on his life, for at the age of 5, John was saved by a human ladder of men who reached him from the upper story of the family home engulfed with flames.  Throughout his life John referred to the 
event and declared, “was not he a brand plucked from the fire.”

When we consider the statement Wesley made concerning his life it is a moment in which we see the prevenient grace of God at work in his life – the same work which takes place in each of our lives. Wesley spoke of prevenient grace as the undeserved, unmerited loving action of God in our lives through the Holy Spirit, leading us to a personal 
relationship with Jesus and acknowledging we are sinners with a need for a Savior.

Because we are each special in the eyes of God, it is through the Scriptures we find those promises which become ours.  In 2 Peter 3:9 it says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.”  It is the desire of God's heart for all of us to know Him now.  Within the context of Wesley's life, one of the driving forces of his teaching and preaching was for everyone to know they were as well “a brand” chosen by God.

May you know you are special to God!



   

Friday Fellowship


All seniors are cordially invited to join Friday Fellowship for lunch at Polaris on Friday, February 21. The bus will leave the church at 11:00 am. Please make reservations with Betty Smith by Sunday, February 16.

February Birthdays

[image: image3.wmf]Feb. 1

Marianne Waldrop

Feb. 7

Pat Boyette

Feb. 14
Russell McKee

Feb. 20
Marjorie Szabo 

Esther Moore

Anniversary

Feb. 7

Lee & Irene Sprague

Thought for the Day

“Happiness is a road to travel, not a goal to reach.”

Rustad Library

Another Thank You goes to Friday Fellowship for purchasing a memorial book in the name of Vince Tinnirello.  The Book Sources of Strength by Jimmy Carter is a beautifully written book of meditation on scripture.  We hope that you will take the time to check it out of the church library.
Literature of all kinds is available in our own library, which can be found in the Gifford Parlor. 

United Methodist Women

Elizabeth Circle

Elizabeth Circle will meet Monday, February 3rd at 7:30 pm in Gifford Parlor for an evening of Call to Prayer and Self-Denial.  This year’s focus is the support of our deaconesses and missionaries in their retirement.

All ladies of the church are invited for fellowship, education, and of course, dessert! RSVP:  Karen Muskoff, 572-1084

Lydia Circle

The ladies of Lydia Circle will meet Thursday, February 2nd at 12:30 pm in Tiber Hall. The program will be “The Love Shawl.” Learn to knit or crochet shawls for those suffering with cancer. 

Bring your lunch.  All ladies and friends are welcome!






Betty Berry, 238-6495






Grace Kellner, 234-0938

Save the Date!

[image: image4.wmf]UMW Soup Luncheon, Sunday, March 2

Watch for more details in the Sunday bulletin.

United Methodist Men


The United Methodist Men will have a dinner on Monday, February 17th at 6:30 pm in Tiber Hall.  Please watch your bulletins for further updates about this meeting. Sign up on the UMM bulletin board in the hallway in the atrium.  As always…pass the word…bring a friend.  If you have any questions, please call Mark Milia, 572-0602.

Christian Education News!

Look what’s coming!

Vacation Bible School

June 16th – 20th, 2003
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The theme for this year’s Vacation Bible School is SCUBA (Super Cool Underwater Bible Adventure).  If you liked Bug Safari last year, you’re going to love SCUBA!            

Planning for VBS is already underway.  If you’re interested in helping, please contact our VBS Director, Patty Mendenhall at (440) 846-6152.  Please consider being a part of this special children’s ministry for Jesus Christ!
March 15th – SCUBA Party

SUMC will be hosting a SCUBA Party on Saturday, March 15th, from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Area churches that are also using Group’s SCUBA VBS material have been invited to attend this exciting planning workshop.  Our church will be receiving some free materials from Group for hosting this event.   If you’re interested in participating, please contact Patty Mendenhall at (440) 846-6152.  Come and join the fun!

Sunday School - Spring Semester

Spring semester will be starting March 1st.   Please check the sign-up sheets outside of the Sunday School office for teacher/aide openings! 

Special Needs Ministry

We are looking to hire a teacher/coordinator for a special needs ministry classroom.  If you have an interest in this new ministry or know of someone else who does, please contact Carol Williams at (440) 846-0513.

Have a Great February!  Happy Valentine’s Day!

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”

1 Corinthians 13:13  NKJV

In Christ,

Debbie Burd 

Director of Christian Education
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M-n-M’s

You are invited to a Mardi Gras celebration! There will be a New Orleans style meal, Creole music, activities and prizes. The event will be held on February 22 at 6:30 pm at the home of Jim and Sharon Anderson. Please make your dinner reservations by calling the Andersons at 572-0746 no later than February 17.

Sometimers


On Saturday, February 15 at 7:00 pm, the Sometimers will be playing Crazy Bridge at the home of Eleanor Bohlander (10321 Oak Branch Tr.). No need to be well-versed in cards. Even someone with no card sense can win a prize! 

Sign up with Betty Smith and join us for a fun evening. Sometimers is open to all adults of the church, so join us.  Hope to see you then – February 15, 7:00 pm!

Joys & Concerns

of the Congregation

Births


We celebrate three births within our church family this past month. Benjamin Louis Graziano was born January 2 to Brian & Susan Graziano.  Hannah Grace Burd was born January 15 to Philip & Colleen Burd.  Proud grandparents are Phil & Debbie Burd.  Cole Leis was born January 15 to Blake & Leslie (Staley) Leis.  Proud grandparents are Chuck & Lita Staley. Congratulations to all!

Baptisms

We rejoice with the family of Luke Stephen Chesney, who was baptized on Sunday, January 12.  Luke is the son of Michael and Diane McCurley Chesney.

Deaths

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to Don & Sue Paris and family upon the recent death of Sue’s father, Bill Stonebraker.
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From our church’s mailbox
Dear Church Family,


Thank you all so much for your support during my back surgery. The meals, cards and prayers were all very appreciated. Knowing I was being thought of and prayed for helped so much with both my surgery and recovery. We feel very fortunate to be part of such a wonderful church family.




In Christ,




Amy Vance

********************

We are all very grateful for your donation of $3772.65 on December 31, 2002. Friends, like your group, are absolutely critical to our mission. Our food bank is strong because of your caring, generosity and commitment. Your donation is already hard at work providing food certificates to over 130 people and families served by the food bank. 

Thank you again for your generosity.



Yours truly,


Ann Miley, Coordinator



Strongsville Emergency Food Bank, Inc.

********************

Dear Strongsville UMC and UMW,

On behalf of West Side Community House I wanted to thank you for your kindness and generosity with your donations of gifts, toys, toys, hats and gloves to our children’s programs and agency during this holiday season. Our children were able to “shop” for gifts for everyone in their family. This is an experience the children would not regularly be able to participate in without the generosity of others such as yourselves.

Thank you again for remembering West Side Community House and in assisting us in carrying out our mission.

Sincerely,

Carol Keller, 

Community Services Coordinator

























PAGE  









3

