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Christmas Eve

Services
3:00 pm
Communion Service

5:00 pm
X-Alt Band and Commitments

7:00 pm
Rainbow Express and Joyful Noise Angels

9:00 pm
Sanctuary Choir and Crossroads Ringers

    11:00 pm
Sanctuary Choir and Crossroads Ringers

The 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 and 11:00 pm services will be candlelight services.

Advent Family Gathering

Sunday, December 1

5:00 – 7:30 pm

( Potluck Dinner

( Hanging of the Greens

( Caroling in the Atrium

( Ornament Making
Everyone is invited to attend the Advent Family Gathering. If you need help with transportation, call the church office (238-6135).

Ham, hot dogs, rolls, coffee & tea will be provided. Please bring: plates & eating utensils, your favorite potluck side dish AND EITHER a salad or dessert.

We will collect food for the Strongsville Food Bank as our Mission Focus this year. Each family is asked to bring one or more of the following items: Coffee, Cereal, Canned Tomato Sauce, Peanut Butter.

Much help is needed to make this year’s gathering a success. If you can help set up trees, clean up after dinner, or help with the children’s activities, please call the Johnsons (846-6899) or the Bodeys (572-4749). 

To help us plan, please call the church office to let them know if you plan to attend, if you have not already put your RSVP form into the offering plate.

Thank you for Prayer Vigil prayers!

I would like to THANK the 27 people who showed up at our church between 7:30 pm on November 4th to 7:30 pm on November 5th, and prayed for the church issue 139 to pass.  Every hour the "shift" of people would change.

The sanctuary was very spiritual, and in the wee hours of the morning the sanctuary was bigger than life as people sat praying in the front pews and some kneeling at the chancel rail and lifted our prayers to the Lord.   The will of this church came through.  Hallelujah!!

THANK YOU to those of you who could not make it to the church but had agreed to pray at home.  You, too, are a blessing to this church.  A SPECIAL THANK YOU to Faye Habart for her faithfulness and kindness of staying all night, (7:30 pm to 6:30 am), with me to keep me company.  Of
course we are never "alone" in the church.

With everyone’s effort to pray for the issue of rezoning to pass and the turn out at the polls, this church will now move forward.  This is another historic step towards the future of SUMC and YOU were a part of this history. 

Thanks again for your great support.  

Karen Ransbury - member of the Property Search 

committee 
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Christian Education News

Come to “A Family Christmas”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

      Luke 2: 13-14

“A Family Christmas,” a worship celebration for all ages in scripture and song, will be presented on Sunday, December 8th.  There will be two performances this year.  The first will be at 4:00 pm and the second will be at 7:00 pm. 

We are having two performances this year in an effort to reach out to the community for Jesus Christ.  If you have a friend, relative, or neighbor who does not attend a church, please invite him or her to come to this special program.  I know they will be blessed by it! 

Free tickets to the performances are available on Sunday mornings and in the church and Sunday School offices.

We Need Teachers and Aides for Winter Quarter 

for Sunday School!

If you are interested, please check the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board just outside of the Sunday School office.  Winter quarter begins December 1st.

We can always use people in the nursery as well.  If you are interested, please call Joan Thwaite at ( 440) 238-5043.

May God bless you and your family with a safe and joyful Christmas season!

In Christ,

Debbie Burd, Director of Christian Education

From Pastor Paula’s desk

As you look at your calendar beginning to fill up with various holiday activities, will you take a moment to pause and think, have a cup of tea or coffee, and consider why we celebrate Christmas?

Over the last several months I have become aware of the importance of JOY in the life of a believer. And I want you to reflect with me on how your Christmas can be filled with more JOY than ever before.

I would like to challenge you with six ways to keep JOY in your Christmas this year. The word GRINCH forms the acrostic for these six ways of keeping your Christmas JOY filled! I want to share with you these things which I have learned.  Don’t let the GRINCH steal your CHRISTMAS JOY!

G - Give your worries to God!

Paul writes in Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  God desires to take care of us, give those cares to Him!”

        R - Refuse to focus on what you don’t have!

In Proverbs 14:30 Solomon writes, “A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones.” Christmas isn’t about “stuff”; it is about the love of God, the joy of a baby’s birth, the redemptive power of God at work in our lives through Jesus.

        I - Include time for rest!

The words of Job 9:25, "My days are swifter than a runner; they fly away without a glimpse of joy.” Do the words of Job describe your life??  Rest is so important that God rested after the designing of creation. Perhaps the best present you can give this Christmas to your family and to God is to learn to rest.

N - Never forget the reason!

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today, in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2:10-11  Christmas is about the relationship of Jesus and YOU!

        C - Consider your future!

Where would you be without Jesus? The future JOY planned for you is beyond what you might imagine. Your future is with the One who loved you enough to die for you. Consider the JOY of being in His presence someday! (I John 3:2, Revelation 7:9-12, Revelation 21:1-4)

        H - Hold your thoughts captive!

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 10:5, “take every thought captive.” If you allow worry, envy, negative thoughts, stress and other thoughts to get a hold on you, then you are allowing the JOY which is yours to be taken.  Philippians 4:8 -  “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things.”

Do you want the JOY of Christmas to be yours? Well if so, then don’t let the GRINCH steal it from YOU!

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.’”           Luke 2:10-11


May your Christmas be JOY filled!




        


Friday Fellowship


The holidays are fast approaching. Friday Fellowship will be taking a break. There will not be a meeting in December. Our best wishes to all.  See you next year.


Let’s remember the “reason for the season”!

December Birthdays

Dec. 10
Charles Waldrop

Dec. 14
Dolores Huhn

Dec. 15
Margaret Ginn and Katy Albers

Dec. 19
Tom Verbsky

Dec. 25
Newt Chalfant

Dec. 31
Ray Richards

Anniversaries

Dec. 8

Bob & Betty Smith, 57 years

Dec. 9

Chuck & Lita Staley, 46 years

Rustad Library

Our Thanks to Friday Fellowship for purchasing two new memorial books for our library.  The Christmas Basket by Debbie Macomber for Lois Schaller and Blessings by Anna Quindlen for Ethel Wagner are now on the library shelves.  Novels are the most checked out books in the library and these two are wonderful reads.  We are so very appreciative of Friday Fellowship's generosity.  
Also, look for Silent Night, the story of the World War I Christmas truce.  From the Boston Globe:  “This book re-creates how in the early months of WWI a temporary peace broke out to celebrate Christmas.  The enemies threw down their arms and exchanged trinkets.  To be reminded of this moving episode in history is a great gift..."  
Merry Christmas to all of our readers from the Rustad Library librarians, Fern Black and Debbie Miller!!!
United Methodist Women

The UMW would like to thank all for attending our spaghetti dinner.  We appreciate all of those who bought tickets, worked so hard in the kitchen, in the preparation, in the background, and the hardworking Jim Boyer and Paul Wells for doing the dishes.  We had a successful evening and owe it all to those of you who came and those who worked so hard.  

The money earned will go to our many missions: the Berea Children’s Home, the Strongsville Food Bank, the Brookside Center, and the Flat Rock Home for children, and others.  
 

Pat Boyette, UMW President

Elizabeth Circle

Elizabeth Circle celebrates Christmas at the home of Debbie Miller, 14961 Stillbrooke Drive on Monday, December 9th, at 6:30 pm.

Please bring along: 

· 3 dozen cookies to exchange

· a second container to put the cookies in

· a wrapped ornament ($5 to $8 range) to exchange

· and something for the children of Flat Rock Children's Home.  (School supplies are always needed as well as sweat-tops and bottoms of any size).  

Dinner will consist of salad, lasagna and dessert.

Lydia Circle


The ladies of Lydia Circle will celebrate the Christmas season with a luncheon at Palmer’s Restaurant, 17100 Royalton Road, on Thursday, December 5 at 12:30 pm.


For more information call
Betty Berry, 238-6495 or Grace Kellner, 234-0938.

Hannah Circle


Hannah Circle will meet Monday, December 16 at Pastor Paula’s at 7 pm for a potluck and gift exchange.  

Need a Gift Idea?

The United Methodist Women's Cookbook

is still available for Holiday giving. 

Just $10 and full of delicious recipes from members of our church.  Contact either Nancy Dawson, 572-7728, or the church office, 238-6135.
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Servant Evangelists reach out

Servant Evangelism is a program of planned acts of kindness to show God’s love for our community.


Thanks to the almost 40 Servant Evangelists who gave their time on Saturday morning, November 9th, to participate in our first Servant Evangelism activity for the year. We met at the church and walked to the Westwood Drive area to knock on doors and ask if they would allow us to rake their leaves.


We left them with a leaf cut out of construction paper (courtesy of Shurmer Place and Elaine Byrd) with our church’s name, address, and phone number as well as times for our worship services on Sunday. One the reverse side was a poem (courtesy of Janie Jasko): “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the Heaven: this is the season leaves fall from the tree, so we have come to rake them for FREE.”


Remember our mission statement of Servant Evangelism: We exist to love our city into a relationship with Jesus Christ. 


There will be many more opportunities throughout the year for you to join us and become a Servant Evangelist. Please stay tuned to the Wesley News and our weekly church bulletins for the next activity. All questions and comments concerning Servant Evangelism are welcome. Contact: Randy Border at 440-572-0503 or email him at rb9553@aol.com.
Students are invited to take part

in Christmas Eve service

Here is an exciting opportunity for students at the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service. Offer a musical selection (Christmas carol) as part of the prelude for the service. If your child would like to sing or play a carol as part of the prelude for this family service, please contact Don Shearer at 846-1916.


Because of the large number, each child will be limited to one selection. Longer selections may need to be shortened. Each child will need to attend a rehearsal either before or after the children’s choir rehearsals on Thursday, December 12 between 6:30 and 8:00 pm, or on Saturday, December 14 between 10:00 and 11:00 am. When you call, please be prepared to give the title and indicate whether your child will need an accompanist.

[image: image2.wmf]Attention Brass Players:


The SUMC Brass Choir has begun rehearsing for the Holiday Season.  Practices are held on Mondays from 7 pm to 8:30 pm.  All Brass Players 8th grade through adult are welcome. If you are interested in playing with us, please contact Randy Border at (440) 572-0503 or email him at rb9553@aol.com.

New format for On the Way

Come join us as "ON THE WAY” moves to a new format! Please mark the following dates on your calendar:  January 26, February 23, and March 23! Plan on joining us as MOVING 4WORD leads us in worship and the Word of God is presented in some very special ways! (Childcare will be provided for infants to kindergarten.) Watch the bulletin and next Wesley News for more details!

Join us on Tuesday Nights

for Women’s Bible Study 
Looking for a Bible Study where women can share with women? Think about joining the Tuesday Night Women’s Bible Study, which will start again in January!  We will meet for seven weeks beginning January 14th at the home of Pastor Paula. Our study this time will allow us to learn about the Bible’s Oddest Prayers, Stubbiest Prayers and Best Bargain Prayers.

If your curiosity has now got the best of you, then join us! We’ll save a chair for you! Contact Pastor Paula at the church (440/238-6135) for more information or to say you’ll be there! 

New “Hopekeepers” group formed

Do you suffer with chronic pain or a chronic illness? Would you like to share with others who might experience these same concerns? If so, we are looking to form a Support / Bible Study Small Group for those of you with these types of issues. We would also like to have a couple of people to share as “healthy helpers”:  those who may not have a chronic illness but can be supportive and helpful to this group. 

If you are interested in being a part of the group or being a “healthy helper”, please contact Mary Bradigan (440/846-1525) or Pastor Paula (238-6135).

 

Is a Gift Annuity Right for You?


Many people age 75 and over find that a charitable gift annuity is the perfect way to support their church in a significant way while actually increasing their income. Depending on your age, you could receive a guaranteed income for life of up to 12 percent.


If you are disappointed with the interest rates being offered on investments like certificates of deposit (currently 4% or lower) or the uncertainty of the stock market, and you would like to support Strongsville United Methodist Church, you are invited to learn more about a charitable gift annuity.


We will have an informational gift annuity workshop on Monday, December 2 at 1:30 pm in the parlor. All church members are invited to attend, but it will be of particular interest to those over the age of 75. Please call the church office at 440-238-6135 to make your reservation or if you would like more information but are unable to attend.

Stephen Ministry


Your spouse has just said those dreaded words, “I want a divorce.” Maybe you knew it was coming, maybe you were blindsided. Where do you turn? Your lawyer will help you iron out all of the legal issues, but what about your feelings? A Stephen Minister can help.


We are not professional counselors but will be there to listen to you and be part of your support system. This relationship will require about an hour of your time every week (or whatever you and your Stephen Minister decide on). We have both male and female Stephen Ministers who would be able to help you through this crisis.


If this sounds like something you can use, please call one of the Stephen Leaders:  Jim Boyer (572-4976); Hildi Fitzpatrick (572-5004); Mark or Karen Milia (572-0602); or Bev. Wells (572-1415). All relationships are strictly confidential.

Thanks from our youth…


The Youth of the church would like to thank the congregation for your generous support of “Westfield Works Wonders.” We hope the evening was fun and profitable for you.


We were able to accumulate over $500, and we plan to use a portion of these funds to support our “Compassion International” children. Thanks again, and may God bless you!

[image: image4.wmf]Youth Mission Trip Auction

Wait!  Avoid those long return lines by donating your unwanted or duplicate Christmas presents to this year’s Youth Mission Trip Auction. This year’s auction will take place on Sunday March 16th during the UMM pancake breakfast.  Contact Deb Smith (878-5147) to make donations.

West Side Community House

Welcomes your help at Christmas


West Side Community House will host its Second Annual “Santa’s Shop” for our day care children to shop for the holidays. The children will bring a “shopping list” of immediate family names, and have an opportunity to shop for hats, gloves, socks and underwear. Volunteers are needed to be “personal shoppers” with the children and to assist them with wrapping their purchases.  Volunteers are needed on December 11, 12 and 13 from 10 am to 5:30 pm.


A list of gift ideas is posted on the UMW bulletin board. Gifts are needed in the categories of infant to age 12, preteen to young adult, and adults and seniors. 

A box for your donations will be placed in the atrium. All NEW ITEMS must be brought to the church by Sunday, December 8. If you have any questions, please call Eleanor Bohlander at 572-0946.

(  Notes from the Nurses  (
Two very serious conditions that occur during the cold months are hypothermia and frostbite. People that are in poor health, babies, and the elderly are at a higher risk for these medical conditions.


Hypothermia occurs when your internal body temperature drops below your normal temperature. A cold environment, either indoors or outdoors, is the cause of hypothermia. Symptoms can range from constant shivering, urge to urinate, confusion, sleepiness, muscle aches, slurred speech and trouble seeing. You can help victims by taking them to a warm environment and warming them with a blanket or your own body heat. Continue to help them by having them seek medical attention.


Frostbite occurs when the skin freezes. This happens due to low temperatures or being in wet clothes in forceful winds. Body parts that are more susceptible to frostbite are those that have the greatest exposure to the outside, like ears, cheeks, fingers, nose and toes. Frostbite can make the skin look either yellow or white, and the skin itches and has a burning sensation. The skin may also be reddened, numb or swollen. Severe frostbite may have blistering and hardened skin. If you suspect that someone has frostbite, get him to a warm place, remove constrictive clothing, raise the affected area, and apply warm, moist compresses to the affected area. Do not rub or apply direct heat to the area. Make sure you seek medical attention quickly.


Be safe this winter: Limit your exposure to the cold, eat healthy meals and stay active, be mindful of things that impair your circulation (clothing, smoking, fatigue), dress in multiple layers, and wear hats outside.


Thank you to everyone who helped with the blood drive. We had 27 pints of blood donated!


Blood pressures this month will be taken between services on December 15.

Gail Spence and Betsy Mowry
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Christmas Greens    Distribution
Christmas Greens will be available for pick-up on Sunday December 8th in the Atrium following both morning services.  Please call John or Julie Huie (878-0798) to make alternate arrangements if you cannot pick up your order on Sunday.  If you did not have an opportunity to place an order, we have extra garland, door swags, and wreaths available for purchase.

Joys & Concerns

Weddings


Our Youth Director, Greg Grimwood, was married to Caroline Morgan in our sanctuary on November 23.  Congratulations, Greg and Cara!


Best wishes also to newlyweds Elizabeth Panagiotou & Lawrence Parsons, who were married on November 2 by Rev. Ron; and to Kathryn Wright & Robert Cross, who were also married on November 2 by Rev. Ron.  Kathryn is the daughter of Gloria & Larry Murray.

Births


We celebrate two births within our church family within the past month.  Anna Jane Caldwell was born on October 19 to Mike & Kristen Caldwell.  Luke Stephen Chesney was born on November 2 to Mike & Diane Chesney.  Congratulations!

Baptisms


We rejoice with the families of those children who have joined the family of faith through the sacrament of baptism.  Baptized on Sunday, November 10 were Allison Stack Russell, daughter of Peter Russell & Katherine Stack; and Alexander Leland Jurcago, son of Raymond & Melissa Thomas Jurcago.

Deaths

We extend the prayers and sympathy of the congregation to Rev. Ron & Sue Mowry and family upon the death of Ron’s father, Chester Mowry, on October 31.  Funeral services were held at Chapel Hill UMC in Mansfield.


Deepest sympathy is also extended to Eleanor Bohlander and family upon the death of her brother-in-law, Bob Bohlander, on October 20; to Bryan & Sarah Salisbury and family upon the recent death of Sarah’s grandmother; to Danny & Amy Robertson and family upon the death of Danny’s mother on November 2; and to Arnie & Tammy Sinko and family upon the death of Arnie’s uncle, Jerry Nowinski, on November 11.

From our 

church’s mailbox

Dear Congregation,

Cara and I were overwhelmed by your generosity and love during this very important, and exciting time of our lives.  Thanks to all of you who helped with our shower.  We had such a great time, and you really made Cara feel at home.  We also appreciate your support and prayers during this wedding season of our lives.  We love you!

In Him,

Greg and Cara

((((((((
Dear Congregation,

We would like to thank all the people who prayed for our eight-month-old granddaughter and niece, Erin Novak.  She was hospitalized with bronchitis on a Friday morning during a regular doctor check up.  Erin was released on that Sunday at 3:30 in the afternoon.  Prayers DO work!   Erin is not "out of the woods” but is definitely glad to be out of the breathing tent and back into our arms again. Thank you for your concern, prayers, love and support.

Blessings,
Karen Ransbury & Barbara Black

((((((((
Dear Congregation of SUMC,


I would like to take time to write my appreciation for prayers that were said for me while in and after surgery. Thank you ever so much and God Bless.


Mrs. Shirley Tollar


(Tammy Sinko’s mother)

((((((((
Dear Friends,


Thank you for all of the love and support you gave to me during my recent knee surgery.


The prayers and visits from Pastor Paula and Rev. Ron were wonderful. The calls, cards, visits and food were truly a blessing. 
I thank all of you, and God bless you!


Glenora Elgin


Newsworthy Notes

Attention Coupon Clippers

Attention: Coupon Savers for Red Bird. A revised list of coupons needed is posted on the bulletin board at the church’s back door. Check it over. Please keep collecting and saving coupons. 


A special thanks to those who cut and trim coupons, but if you don’t have the time, that’s all right – that’s what I’m here for!              
Keep collecting,  

Betty Berry


(Note: Red Bird Mission redeemed over 2 million coupons last year, enabling them to purchase two vans plus much needed school supplies and equipment.  They also collected $10,000 from General Mills boxtops).


Campus News


Congratulations to Matt Dragovich, who was named to the dean’s list for the past summer quarter at the University of Cincinnati.


Parents! We welcome news about our college students.  Just provide us with the information. (Turn in to the church office or e-mail steller5@adelphia.net)

Live Nativity Scene


The 29th annual Live Nativity Scene will be presented at the North Mentor Centenary United Methodist Church on December 20, 21, and 22 from 7 pm to 9 pm.  You can park or drive through to view the display.  The church is located at 9290 Lakeshore Blvd. at Corduroy Road in Mentor.

Berea Children’s Home Christmas


If you would like to help the children and youth of the Berea Children’s Home this Christmas, gifts of cash, food, or “wish list’ items are welcome.  All gifts are tax deductible. For more information on how you can contribute, please call the Development Office at (440) 234-2006.


Would you like to spend an evening at Zoo Lights with children and families in need?  Decorate for the holidays with youth from the Group Homes? Recreate a Winter Wonderland for children at the Residential Treatment Center?  If volunteering at the Berea Children’s Home would give you joy this holiday season, call (440) 234-2006, ext. 357 for more details.
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