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November 3rd is a wonderful Sunday within the life of the congregation. We will be gathering for worship at 9:30 and 11:00 am and making our response to God’s presence within our lives. 

After each worship service, a meal will be served. After the 9:30 service the meal will take place at Center Middle School (right next door). After the 11:00 service the meal will be in Tiber Hall. This is a catered meal. The Missions Committee will also be having displays of the Mission outreach work of this faith fellowship.

Reservations are very important. If you have not yet reserved your place at the table, we ask that you would call the church office (238-6135). 

If you are not able to attend our meal time, we still encourage you to be present for our worship experience. Rev. Dave Freeman will be our guest speaker for the day as we focus upon God’s goodness and our response to the work of God within our lives.
All members are invited to attend

annual Church Conference Nov. 6th
All members of the church are invited and encouraged to be present on Wednesday, November 6th, for our annual Church Conference, which will be presided over by Cleveland District Superintendent, Dr. Julius Trimble. We will meet at 7:30 pm in the atrium to hear the annual reports of the church as well as to complete the election of church officers. 

This is a wonderful evening to gain oversight in regards to the church work and to meet our District leader.
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James 5:13-16

[image: image3.wmf]13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.                                         

On Saturday November 16th at 5 pm, our Saturday Worship service “On The WAY” will be holding a service of prayer and healing. During the healing service we will share in a time of music and look to the Word of God and hear what God ‘s promises are concerning healing. We will conclude the evening with an invitation for those who desire to be prayed over and anointed with oil by a prayer team for healing of physical, spiritual, emotional and mental needs.

Please be in prayer for this service and for those who might come to receive ministry that night.

As we share together, November 16th will be the final Saturday evening worship experience…BUT…Look for an exciting  new ministry  one  Sunday  a  month beginning in 

January 2003! This time will include special music, speakers and some really neat topics! We have some SURPRISES we can’t wait to share with you! So watch your Wesley News, the website and even around town for more information!!  You won’t want to miss it!!
( Don’t forget to vote Nov. 5th

We are rapidly approaching Election Day, November 5th. We encourage you to go to the polls and cast your ballot.

Brochures have been printed explaining Issue 139. If you would like to have brochures or door-hangers, please contact the church office (238-6135) so that you might distribute this valuable information.

A Prayer Vigil is also scheduled to begin on Monday evening, November 4th, at 7:30 and extend for 24 hours until the evening of November 5th. We ask that you would sign up for a time to be in prayer. Please contact Karen Ransbury (846-8278) or the church office if you wish to participate in a specific time slot. Sign-up is also available on Sundays.

This election is very important in determining the future of this church. Please be in prayerful consideration of the need to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the Strongsville community. May God’s work be done powerfully through us.

Come to the

Spaghetti Dinner!

Don't forget to come to the United Methodist Women’s Spaghetti Dinner on November 8th.  There will be two seatings, at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm.  There will also be a take-out feature.  The price of the dinner is $6.50 for adults and $4.50 for children ages 4-12.  Please plan to come to this fun affair, and skip cooking for one night! 

From Pastor Paula’s desk

As many of you may already know, I love to sew.
Actually, that might be putting it mildly. Sewing brings me joy and excitement as I watch a project come together from start to finish -- bolts of fabric, cones of thread, colors and textures coming together to complete a gift, a piece of apparel, or something to brighten up my home. Sewing is my passion, but only one and not the most important.

My first passion and the most important, is knowing Jesus.  

There are many things in life which have the ability to pull me in other directions: my family, my activities and even relationships with other people. Simply put, if my relationship with Jesus is not first, everything will be off balance. Unfortunately, at times I have allowed those passions and joys to come before my relationship with Jesus. When the balance has been off, life becomes out of control. 

So what do I need to do?

Remember my first love, Jesus.

Do you need to remember yours?

12 "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”          Revelation 22:12-13



David and I would like to say "Thank You" for the cards and gift certificate given to us for pastor appreciation month. We are so blessed to be serving with you in ministry. A special "Thanks" to all kids for their cards which now are a part of my office decorations!    Blessings!  Pastor Paula
Friday Fellowship

Friday Fellowship will be meeting for lunch at the Senior Center on November 15th at noon. Pastor Paula will be sharing with us highlights of her and David’s recent trip to England. Join us as we follow their footsteps.

Last month the Friday Fellowship made a trip to the Elyria Methodist home to honor our past leader, Dorothy Richards. We shared a special meal together. 

It was in 1976 that the pastors of our church asked Dorothy to organize a group of seniors. When Percy Richards encouraged his wife to do the job, the assignment was accepted, and now the group begins its 27th year.

In her note of appreciation to the group, Dorothy writes, “I thank God and all the members who have been so helpful and faithful. Marilyn and Tom Verbsky have taken over the leadership of this group. May God bless and keep us all in the church’s work of bringing in the Kingdom.” 

“Thank you, Barb (Krivos), for your faithful mailing of the church bulletins so I can still be informed of what’s going on back home. I’ve enjoyed visits from folks who also keep in touch.  God’s blessings to all of you and come and see me sometime if you can.”

November Birthdays

Nov. 7

Gene Naylor


Nov. 14
Ruth Guzza

Nov. 12
Walter Wilson


Nov. 26
Chuck Deal

Anniversary

Nov. 12
Bill & Corrine Witham, 58 years

Rustad Library

Thank you Jim Morrison and Jessica Sara for donating several of Helga's books to the library.  Your thoughtfulness is so gratefully appreciated.  
The library is in need of a hardback copy of Jan Karon's These High Green Hills.  If anyone would like to donate this book to the library, please call Debbie Miller at 572-4967.  Thank you!
United Methodist Women

 
The United Methodist Women would like to thank everyone who attended Greg and Cara's shower. We hope you will attend our spaghetti dinner (please see the front page for details).  Our regular board meeting will be held November 20th at 1:00 pm at the church.  Happy Thanksgiving to everyone from the UMW.

Elizabeth Circle

 
Elizabeth Circle will meet on Monday, November 4 at 7:30 pm in Gifford Parlor. We read and study in a book what we hope is Mission but it is not the same as witnessing it.  Cris Shreve will share her experience of leaving Brazil at the age of 5 and coming to live in America.  Food, fellowship and a little education is the focus of our circle – please come and join us.   If you have questions, call  Karen Muskoff  at 572-1084.
Lydia Circle

 The ladies of Lydia Circle will meet Thursday, November 7 at 12:30 pm in Tiber Hall. 
We will be wrapping our Christmas boxes for Samaritan’s Purse. Bring wrapping paper, scotch tape and scissors.  This will be a brown bag lunch.  Coffee and tea will be available.


For more information, call Betty Berry, 238-6495, or Grace Kellner, 234-0938

Hannah Circle

Hannah Circle meets on the fourth Monday of the month from 7 to 8 pm, and child care is provided for $2/child.  We ask that if there is a need for childcare that you call Jennifer Hedinger at 440-846-0390 to let us know so that we have proper coverage.

Following is a schedule of our upcoming meetings. 

November 25 - Holiday Fun with Gail Fader & Jessica VanLehn
December 16 (different Monday due to holiday) - Potluck & Gift Exchange at Pastor Paula's house.

January 27 - Bring a friend night with Jennifer Dettmer & Jennifer Hedinger

February 24 - Traveling Tips from Heidimarie Morgan

March 24 - Health information night with Lynn Tinnirello

UMW Missions

Providing Foreign and Domestic Aid 

for Missionary Workers
 
In 1869, Mrs. Edwin Parker and Mrs. William Butler, founders of our present-day organization of United Methodist Women, sat down with a group of their lady friends in Boston and talked about sending a woman educator and a woman doctor to India, providing the funding themselves.  They were able to convince these six friends that without this the girls would be left uneducated and the women without medical care.  Their cry was that Jesus called us “to care for the poor, the widows and the orphans in every land”. 

 
Today, the Strongsville United Methodist Women have continued to provide for both women and children in domestic and foreign mission work with the monetary support of our congregation.  We thank you for your generous support of our Soup Luncheon, Attic to Cellar Sale and our Sunday Collection.   This year we have been able to provide $ 4350 for missionary help.  

Our UMWomen’s unit meets quarterly as well as holding monthly meetings in smaller groups called Circles.  Please feel free to join us at any of our advertised events.  

Karen Muskoff, Treasurer

Mission Funds Distribution

· $3200        Women's Division of the Global Ministries 

·     380        West Side Community House 

·     250        Local Needy Family 

·     170        Brookside Center 

·     130        Berea Children's Home 

·     130        Flat Rock Children's Home 

·     130        Strongsville Food Bank 

·       50        Elyria Retirement Village      

 

United Methodist Men


We will be having our dinner/meeting on Monday, November 18 at 6:30 pm in Tiber Hall. Our evening will consist of  a full meal with some good fellowship to go along with it. We will be giving details on the start of our plant sales for the Christmas season. Hope to see you there. Sign-up sheet is posted in the hallway next to the nursery.  As always…bring a friend…pass the word.



Mark Milia, President

M in M's

The M in M’s November meeting will be a Mystery Trip on November 15th. The price of $21.75 per person includes a buffet dinner, parking, etc.  Call Dave Crandall at 572-5317 by November 4 with questions and reservations.

Also mark your calendars and RSVP now! .... You're invited to attend a scrumptious Holiday Dinner on Saturday, December 14th. Seating for this "dressy” evening is limited.  Please contact Ruth or Jim Brickley at 572-0535 for details and to make your reservations.  If you would like to assist with this evening in any way just let us know.

Sometimers


Our annual visit to the Yutzy’s for an Amish dinner will be on November 16. The Strongsville bus will leave the church at 2:30 pm. Cost will be $18.00. Reservations and money must be in to Betty Smith no later than Sunday, November 10. All are welcome, so come join us for a delicious meal!
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It’s time to prepare 

for the advent season

Mark your calendars now for the Family Advent Gathering on Sunday, December 1st at 5:00 pm.  The evening will include our wonderful potluck dinner, decorating, caroling and other fun family activities.  More information about this holiday evening will be in upcoming Sunday bulletins.

Of course we'll need assistance to make this year's gathering a great success.  If you can be of assistance in one of the following areas, please call the Johnsons at 846-6899 or the Bodeys at 572-4749:

· Set up trees and dining area.

· Clean up after dinner.

· Help with children’s' activities.

Angel Tree is Coming Soon!!
Can you image how the children of incarcerated parents must suffer?   Though not at fault themselves, they suffer from the lack of a parent, lack of a role model, insecurity, fear, lack of discipline, lack of direction and loneliness.  Project Angel Tree is an effort undertaken by Prison Fellowship Ministries to link these kids with Christian people who want to share God's love with them at Christmas time.  Doesn’t this sound like a great opportunity for you to be involved around Christmas time?  Read on!

Your Middle and High School Logos classes have once again volunteered to help SUMC participate in Project Angel Tree!   Angel Tree kids have been nominated for the program by the incarcerated parent through their involvement with Prison Fellowship's prison ministries.   These prisoners are hearing God’s word in prison!  And, because of their involvement with Prison Fellowship, SUMC has the opportunity to make Christmas a little more special for area Angel Tree children.  

You will be able to select gift tags for our Angel Tree kids in December.  Then, the Middle and High School Logos students will deliver the gifts to the children on behalf of the incarcerated parent and in the name of Jesus Christ!  Of course the physical gifts help ease the separation between child and parent, but the gift of Jesus' salvation through his death on the cross for our sins offers the family a solution to their spiritual separation from God.  What a great opportunity for all of us to witness for and serve our Heavenly Father!

We thank you for your generous support of the Angel Tree car wash and bake sale fundraisers that we had in September and October.  With your continued support of our Cinnamon Bun sale on November 17th and the gift tag selection on December 8th, SUMC will again help to make Christmas real for some seventy Angel Tree children!  God bless you!

We will need delivery help this year.  Are you interested?  Date would be Dec. 21. Call Dave or Dynda Thomas at (440) 572-3501 to sign up!

Christian Education News

Have you bought your turkey yet?  I think we’re having ham and turkey this year.  Phil and I will be going down to Ashland, Ohio to spend Thanksgiving with my mother and my two sons Joshua and Jonathan.  This year is extra special because my youngest son Jonathan is home from the army.  What a wonderful Thanksgiving blessing!  I pray that you and your family will be blessed in a special way this Thanksgiving, too! 

“Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving…” Psalm 95:2a

Don’t forget!
Sunday, December 8th is the church production of A Family Christmas, written and arranged by Dennis and Nan Allen.  This is an intergenerational presentation.  All the choirs and people from age two through adult will take part in this exciting day!

We will be giving two performances.  The first will be at 4:00 pm and the second one at 7:00 pm.  A meal for the performers will be served at 5:30 pm.  If you would like to donate some food or help with this meal, please contact Debbie Burd at the church.  (440) 238-6135.

Artwork Contest 

We are asking anyone who is interested (ages two through adult) to submit original artwork to be used for the program cover for the Christmas presentation.  This is a family event, so we would like to get everyone involved.  The advertising committee will choose four or five of the entries to be reproduced for the evening’s presentation.  Please give your entries to Debbie Burd by Sunday, November 24th. 

Looking Ahead to Winter Quarter 
Winter quarter for Sunday School starts in December.  If you would like to teach or be an aide, the sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board outside of the Sunday School office.  It has been so helpful to have consistent teachers this fall quarter.  Let’s keep it going!  

If you do not have Safe Sanctuary training, please see Debbie Burd.  We still need more people to help with the children’s ministries!


Have a good November!

In Christ,

Debbie Burd, Director of Christian Education

Logos needs helping hands

WOW, our fall semester of Logos is already to the halfway point.  Thank you to all the dedicated people who have made this semester successful.  We are already planning for the winter semester, which will run from January 9-March 27, 2003.  

Early registration, with a $10 discount per child, will be held following both Sunday services on November 10th & 17th  and  during Logos on November 14th. 



In order to continue this wonderful ministry to the children of our church, we need your help in all areas of Logos, including the nursery.  If you have never experienced Logos on Thursday nights, pop in for a visit and see everything that goes on!!  Remember, you do not need to have a child in Logos to become a part of this ministry.  Young and old can come and learn about Jesus and make new friends.

If you are interested in helping out or have any questions, please contact Lynne Koszkalda (238-0883) or Carol Perri (238-1041).
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The receiving of new members into our faith community is a time of joyous celebration. We are happy to receive those listed below as our new brothers and sisters in Christ. Please make an effort to know them, and welcome them to the groups and activities in the church in which you participate.

New Members






Shepherd(s)

Laura Brown







Jennifer Hedinger
853 Edgar Ln., Brunswick 44212, (330) 220-3516

Jeffrey & Mary Gravley




Rob & Pam McGregor
20725 Westminster Dr. Strongsville 44149, (440) 878-0501

Laurie James






Melissa Jurcago
649 Thornberry Ln., Brunswick 44212, (330) 225-9216

Gerald & Marlene Kraatz



Randy, Connie, Don
and sons Arthur & William



& Mike Border
18470 Falling Water Rd., Strongsville 44136, (440) 572-4804

Stephen & Suzanne Meldon


Ron & Cris Shreve
17680 Falling Leaves Rd., Strongsville 44136, (440) 846-0673

Barbara Minor






Cheryl Geer

7200 Meadow Ln., Parma 44134, (440) 888-1297

Mark & Annice (Neetie) Paun


Vic & Carol Perri

and son Mark Jr.






Matt Milia

13941 Basswood Circle, Strongsville 44136, (440) 846-1456

Peter Russell







Chris Gundlah

8746 Barton Rd., Strongsville 44149, (440) 878-0914

Victoria Rydzinski





Betsy Mowry

11651 Webster Rd., Strongsville 44136, (440) 572-0531

Bryan & Sarah Salisbury



Rich & Beth Anderson

8985 Lincolnshire Blvd., Strongsville 44149, (440) 268-9107

Linda Schwarzbach





Marty Brand

19272 Briarwood Ln., Strongsville 44149, (440) 846-1845

Scott & Vanessa Smith



Scott & Kimberly Wickert

9941 Sunrise Blvd., R-13, N. Royalton 44133, (440) 582-8773

William & Audra Thompson

John & Lori Karpinsky

17100 Greenwood Dr., Strongsville 44149, (440) 878-8890

Stephen Ministry 

When the crisis never ends
 
Many people face a tough time every day of their lives.  Whether they are caring for a sick family member, going through a long period of unemployment, or experiencing incurable pain, they and their families may benefit from the support and care of a Stephen Minister. If you or someone you know could benefit from having a Stephen Minister, contact Bev. Wells (572-1415), who is the referral coordinator at the church.  Confidentiality is at the highest level.

(  
Campbell’s labels 

benefit Red Bird Mission

While making plans for your holiday meals, don’t forget to save your Campbell’s soup labels for Red Bird Mission.  Red Bird Mission, which is located in Beverly, Kentucky, is home to our church’s missionary, Phyllis Crouse. The mission is in the Appalachian Mountains of Kentucky, which is one of the poorest areas in the United States.

Phyllis has been at Red Bird Mission for 23 years. She grew up in Kansas, where she taught elementary school for ten years. She is currently school librarian at the Red Bird Mission School. Phyllis also teaches an elementary age Sunday School class and sings in the church choir.

Please continue to save your Campbell soup labels and Box Tops for Education labels, as Red Bird receives many items for the mission and the school.

Phyllis would like to thank everyone for their prayers and financial support. “I would not be able to continue in my capacity without all of you out there remembering me each day.”

(  Notes from the Nurses  (
The 21st of this month is The Great American Smoke-Out. This is a day when the American Cancer Society encourages everyone who smokes to stop for at least 24 hours. On that day there will be some who quit smoking and others who will prove to themselves that they can quit for at least 24 hours.

400,000 smoking Americans die each year of tobacco-related diseases. About 80% of lung cancer patients are smokers, and cigarette smoking causes 75% of coronary artery disease.  About 100,000 smokers die each year from coronary artery disease. Smokers also have a higher risk of stroke than non-smokers. 

Smoking not only affects the smoker but also the people around them. Children who inhale cigarette smoke tend to be sick more often. Exposure to second-hand smoke increases the risk of colds and flu, asthma, bronchitis, and pneumonia. Children born to smokers are often developmentally challenged. 

Decide for yourself to quit smoking! Among 47 million smokers, about 1.3 million will successfully quit each year. After one year of abstinence the risk of heart disease and sudden death decreases by half, and after 15 years of non-smoking, it is as if a person never smoked. 

By stopping smoking you can have brighter eyes, whiter teeth, and sharper taste and smell. If you smoke one pack a day you could save up to $728 a year if you quit.  Ask your doctor for different options on how to quit.

The Bible says, “You yourselves are God’s temple and God’s spirit lives in you.”  Treat God’s temple well!

Gail Spence & Betsy Mowry

Blood pressures will be taken in between services on November 24.


to Frank Bohac from Bohac Landscaping who helped, at no charge, to kill the weeds around our back parking lot...

to Andrea Petitti at Pettiti's Garden Center for the daffodil bulbs that were distributed on September 29th... 

to Jerry Pamer and Jim and Sharon Anderson who have given much time in caring for the parsonages...

and to our Stewardship Speakers, Ron Bakeman, Mary Phillips and Dave Thomas.
Joys & Concerns

Weddings

Susan Shuster & Tom Musgrave were married on September 28 by Pastor Paula. 

Candace Knopf & Steve Jakubiec were married on September 28 at the Berea Gazebo. Candace is the daughter of Dennis & Brenda Knopf.

Lisa Lococo & Todd Smith were married by Rev. Ron on Saturday, October 19.  Lisa is the daughter of Sandy & Marvin Cox.


Best wishes to all the newlywed couples.


Births


Congratulations to James & Lisa Demkowicz on the birth of their daughter Hannah Alexis Demkowicz on October 7th.

Baptisms

We rejoice with the family of Michael John Ballas (Jack), who was baptized on Sunday, September 22nd.  Jack is the son of Michael & Julianne Ballas. 

Deaths

Three members of our church family entered the church triumphant during the past month. Lois Schaller died on September 16, and our deepest sympathy is extended to her family.

The congregation also expresses deepest sympathy to Wendy & Bill Fiesler and family upon the death of Wendy’s grandmother, Ethel Wagner.
Vincent Tinnirello, Jr. passed away suddenly on October 8. The prayers & sympathy of the congregation are extended to his wife Lynn, daughters Morgan and Mallory, and family.

Our prayers and sympathy are also extended to Bev & Larry Wynn and family upon the death of Bev’s father, B.V. Greenwood, on Sept. 26, and to Adrian & Donna Demer and family upon the death of Adrian’s mother, Mary, on October 6.


From our church’s mailbox

To all our friends at SUMC,

You may have been wondering, where is that Strick family?  Well, we made a very difficult decision.  We have transferred to The United Methodist Church of Berea to worship in the community we live in.  We struggled with the decision for a long time.  But with prayerful consideration it just seemed like the right time to make the change.  We will miss seeing all those familiar, friendly faces every Sunday and treasure all the special memories of our years at SUMC.

In Christian Love,

Pam, John & Emma Strick

(((((((
Dear Friends,

I have to admit that for all my years in ministry and the numerous church newsletters that I receive each month, I usually skip over the thank you note section. That was until I received more than 80 cards from friends like you when my mother died last month. Thank you so much. What a great blessing from God to know how many people were praying for us and sending us cards. I promise to read the thank you note section now, because I know how heartfelt each thank you is. God bless you all.

Love in Christ, 

John, Jo Anna, and Shannon Kelly


Dear Rev. Ron, Pastor Paula, and all members of our church family,


The entire McKee family wants to express our thanks and appreciation for the prayers, cards, and words of encouragement during these past six weeks of Russell’s hospital confinement. We still have a ways to go and covet your prayers regarding our future, and his continued improvement.


In Christian Love,
 

Russ & Ginny McKee

(((((((
Dear Congregation,


I would like to thank the members of our church for your prayers and good wishes during my recent hospitalization. Especially I want to thank Rev. Ron and Pastor Paula for their visits and prayers for my recovery.  


I hope to see everyone soon.

Shirley Boyer

(((((((
Dear Church Family,


I cannot believe I am writing another note to the Wesley News. The past four months have been very stressful -- from the loss of Larry’s mother, Peg, in May, to my surgeries in August and now the sudden loss of my father, B.V. Greenwood, in September.


Our family could not have gotten through these difficult times without our faith and the love and support the church has shown to us.


Thank you to the congregation, Rev. Ron and Pastor Paula for the phone calls, cards, love, support, and more importantly, the prayers.  God Bless.


Fondly, 

Beverly, Larry, Elizabeth, and Rachel Wynn

(((((((
Dear Congregation,


Thank you for your prayers.  They work!  Thank you for your prayers and concern for my mother’s recent recovery from a broken pelvis. She is now driving and getting around with the help of just a cane…not bad for a lady that’s been around for over ¾ of a century.


Thanks again, 

Tim Oblisk

(((((((
To all the ladies and gentlemen who so graciously offered to make “Apple Crisp” for the Berea Children’s Home luncheon, our sincere thanks.  The children and their parents will benefit greatly from your support.


With appreciation,


Betty Berry and Dolores Huhn
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