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On Sunday, September 1st we will return to the regular worship schedule:

Sunday Worship – 9:30 am & 11:00 am

Saturday Contemporary Worship – 5:00 pm

Property Update

Rezoning issue on ballot Nov. 5

We give thanks for the wonderful support of the congregation in prayer and action as the re-zoning issue has moved through Strongsville City Council and is now on the ballot for the November 5th election.
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We will have opportunities to register for voting at the church. If you are not registered, please be sure to do so. We will also be using various ways to “get the word out” to the community. As soon as we know the issue number, we will print informational flyers that you can distribute to people in your neighborhood.

We give thanks for the powerful work of God in seeing us overcome what seemed to be impossible hurdles. God’s magnificent grace continues to be made evident. We ask that you keep this issue before the Lord in the weeks leading up to the election.
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at Sunday School

for 2002-2003!

Something new this year!

We are asking that teachers sign up to teach for a quarter at a time. To allow some flexibility, we suggest team-teaching with someone else so that at least one of you can be present every Sunday. You can also be an aide for the quarter. If you are unable to commit for a quarter, we encourage you to be on our substitute list.

Be a part of the excitement for Jesus Christ!

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 

Isaiah 8:6 NRSV

Sign-up sheets can be found on the bulletin board just outside of the Sunday School office. For more information, call Debbie Burd (238-6135) or Carol Williams (846-0513).

(((((((((
A new Sunday School class for grades 7-12 has begun at 9:30 am in Gifford Parlor. New Format includes: prayer and praise, guest speakers, relevant topics, and multimedia presentations!  See you there!

(((((((((
Adult Sunday School classes will begin again Sunday, September 1, 2002. Jim Boyer and Bob Koszkalda will be leading the 9:30 am class, and Phil and Debbie Burd will be leading the 11:00 am class. We will be studying Paul and the Romans: The Life and Letters of Paul, by Denise L. Stringer. 

(((((((((
There will be a sixth grade Sunday School class this year at 9:30 am.

(((((((((
There are plans in the works for a multi-handicap Sunday School class. We hope to have it in place by January 2003. If you have interest in this area, please contact Debbie Burd (238-6135). 

(((((((((
Nursery Attendants 

needed for fall!

Please contact Joan Thwaite (238-5043) if you are able to help. A sign-up sheet is also available in the nursery.

                           (((((((((
Sunday, September 15th – Clara Clogg Bible presentation to third graders, teacher dedication, and attendance awards.

(((((((((
“Staying Safe with God” – Sunday, October 13, 2002. Watch your bulletin for more information!

In Christ, Debbie Burd,

                         

Director of Christian Education
Join the fellowship of our church

[image: image5.wmf]Two adult new member classes are being offered in the fall. A Saturday morning class will be held on September 21st and September 28th from 9:00am-1:00pm at the church and on October 5th from 9:00-1:00pm at the No. Inlet parsonage. For those who prefer, a Sunday class will be held on September 22nd and 29th from 2:00-6:00pm at the church and on October 6th from 6:30-9:30pm at the No. Inlet parsonage. Child care will be offered for both classes, if there is a need.

The classes will be received into the fellowship of the church during both services on Sunday, October 20th. If you would like to register for either of these classes or need more information about them, please contact the church office (238-6135).
From Pastor Paula’s desk

“Be our guest, be our guest,

put our service to the test. . .”

As a candlestick, clock, teapot and chipped teacup come to life, these are the words they sing to a young lady, alone and frightened in a palace far from home. Her name is Belle. Many of you know the movie to which I am referring, Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. This is a classic love story about a young lady who finds beauty in the heart of someone even when he is isolated and rejected by those around him because of his not-so-strikingly handsome appearance. Within the palace Belle is served with kindness and respect. She finds characters who love her and care for her needs. 

Each of us, at some time, have found ourselves being the guest at an event. We enter feeling a little timid, perhaps even frightened until the moment when someone speaks a word of encouragement, shakes our hand, or smiles, making us feel like a VIP.  

Jesus invites all of us to be part of the community of believers. With this invitation, we enter into a personal relationship with Him that calls us to learn the Scriptures, sharing with others and extending the same invitation. An invitation that says: We want you to know how important you are to God and to us!  Whether you have been a part of this community of believers for years or have just found your way to this new relationship, remember: You are a VIP, but God has also called you to let others know that they are VIPs.

Are you ready to put your service to the test??

“Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.”     Romans 12:9-13

Friday Fellowship


We will be starting our fall program for Friday Fellowship on September 20th. A Mystery Luncheon is planned.


Reservations can be made with Betty Smith. Let’s all get together for a happy trip.

September Birthdays

Sept. 4th

Grace Kellner

[image: image6.png]


Sept. 6th

Ken Emch, Louise Bedford

Sept. 7th

Frank Allwood, 84 years

Sept. 8th

Thelma Holtz, 84 years  

Sept. 19th

Ann Croner, 94 years

Sept. 20th

Leatrice Hoeferle, 90 years

Sept. 23rd

Opal Russell, 91years

Sept. 26th

Sarah Preidt, 94 years

Anniversary

Sept. 7th

Arthur & Frieda Kara, 56 years

☺Your smile for the day☺
Children’s Answers to Bible Questions

· Joshua led the Hebrews in the Battle of Geritol.

· David fought with the Finkelsteins, a race of people who lived in Biblical times.

· Solomon had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.

· Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate contraption.

· The people who followed Jesus were called the 12 decibels.

· The epistles were the wives of the apostles.

· A Christian should have only one wife.  This is called monotony.

· Paul preached holy acrimony, which is another name for marriage.

United Methodist Women
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The women of the church will be giving a wedding shower for our Youth Director, Greg Grimwood, and his fiancée Cara Morgan.  Save the date of Friday, September 27, and watch for more details in the bulletin.

Get involved – join a circle!

All ladies of the church are invited to become a part of any of our circles.  Check the schedule below to see if there is a day and time that fits your schedule.

· Lydia Circle

The ladies of Lydia Circle will meet Thursday, September 5 at 12:30 pm in Tiber Hall. Louise Bedford will present a program on her travels.  Bring a lunch.  Coffee and tea will be available. For more information, contact Betty Berry, 238-6495, or Grace Kellner, 234-0938.

· Elizabeth Circle

Elizabeth Circle will meet on Monday, September 9 at 7:30 pm in the Gifford Parlor.  Come and join us for the fall season!  All women of the church are invited.

· Hannah Circle

Join the women of Hannah Circle as they kick off their year on Monday, September 23 from 7 to 8 pm at the church.  

(   Notes from the Nurses   (
September is Health in Aging Month which is a national health promotion designed to broaden awareness of the positive aspects of aging and to provide information and inspiration for adults, age 50+, to improve their physical, mental, social, and financial fitness.  

As people grow older, it is very important to keep motivated, to say to yourself, “I can do it!”  Regular exercise is even more important for seniors than other age groups since the risk of disease and lost mobility is greater and the positive effects are realized more quickly.  Look for daily opportunities to exercise. Choose an exercise you like and stick with it. Arrange to exercise with a friend. Remember, it’s never too late to start. 

Expand your mind.  Travel, read, volunteer.  A good sense of humor is essential. Seek inspiration and keep the faith. Seek out variety and challenge in your daily life. The greatest enemy to the healthy senior mind is depression. New activities, hobbies, and exercise are wonderful anti-depressants. If you truly are depressed, don't bear it alone -- SEEK HELP! 

Just as physical and mental fitness are important to healthy aging, so is financial well-being. Many people who are retiring at age 60 or 65 may have another 20 or 30 years to live. They may be living on a fixed income. So, it's very important that people take a hard look at their finances and goals. Many authorities in the financial planning field say that you need 80% of your pre-retirement income to maintain your lifestyle after retirement. (Adapted from www.healthyaging.net) 

Even though we often complain about getting old, let’s look at the positive aspects and do our best to keep healthy so we can truly enjoy our “golden years.”

Blood pressures this month are on 

Sunday, September 22 between services in the parlor.
Betsy Mowry and Gail Spence


Cross(alks
Looking for a place to study the Word of God? You are invited to be a part of CrossTalks. Beginning September 10th, we will gather each Tuesday morning from 10 – 11:30 am to study together in depth a specific book of the Bible or theme based on what the Scriptures have to teach us about the topic.  Anyone can join us (men and women of any age) as Pastor Paula leads the group each week. If you are interested in participating please contact Ruby Gormsen (238-4052) so we can order material!
Confidentiality is key

To Stephen Ministry program

[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


Confidentiality is a critical element of our Stephen Ministry. All discussions and interactions between a Stephen Minister and his or her care receiver, including the simple fact that a given person has a Stephen Minister, are held in the strictest confidence. We never use names of care receivers in the operation of the program and with the exception of the Referral Coordinator none of the other Stephen Leaders or Stephen Ministers are aware of the identities of the care receivers. This is done to respect the privacy and dignity of the care receiver. Without this level of confidentiality we are concerned that people who might benefit from the care they would receive from a Stephen Minister may be reluctant to participate in the program.
If you or someone you know (they do not have to be a member of this church) could benefit from having a Stephen Minister contact Bev. Wells (572-1415), Mark or Karen Milia (572-0602), Hildi Fitzpatrick (572-5004), or Jim Boyer (572-4976).
United Methodist Men


All men of the church are invited to the UMM dinner meeting on Monday, September 16 at 6:30 pm in Tiber Hall. There will be a speaker (to be announced), good food, and great fellowship.  Call Mark Milia (572-0602) if you would like more information.  


We hope to see you there, and as always…pass the word…and bring a friend.
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Newsworthy Notes

A big “Thank you” to Chuck Bricker for fixing several of our office doors and a pantry door that had been difficult to open due to the summer humidity.  We appreciate you allowing God to use your hands.

Congratulations to Mary Boyer, who has received her Master’s Degree in Education from Baldwin-Wallace College.

Joys & Concerns

Weddings

Congratulations to the following couples who were united in marriage in our sanctuary in the past month:

Amber Knopf & Chris Rager were married on July 27 by Rev. Ron.  Amber is the daughter of Dennis & Brenda Knopf.

Gail Marchese & Adam Plech were married on August 17 by Pastor Paula.

Births

Joshua David Catanzarite was born July 18th to Scott & Lindsay Catanzarite.  Proud grandparents are Jim & Anne Dickerson.  

Michael John Ballas was born August 2nd to Mike & Julie Ballas.

Dominic Robert Pagura was born August 10th to Vince & Becky Pagura.  Proud grandparents are Jim &  Sandy Kepke.

Phil & Debbie Burd became proud grandparents twice within the past month!  Ian Gregory Burd was born July 24th to Gregory & Lee Burd, and Jacob Daniel Zarnick was born August 8th to Doug & Brenda Zarnick.  

Congratulations to all!

Baptisms

We rejoice with the families of those children who have joined the family of faith through the sacrament of baptism. The following were baptized on Sunday, August 11th:

Kayla Marie Cristell, daughter of Rimonti & Elizabeth McComas Cristell; Cole Andrew Joniak, son of Kevin & Tracy Carroll Joniak; Connor Jacob McDonough, son of Edward & Ashley Eck McDonough; Jennifer Marie Kane, daughter of Shari Dietz Kane; and Eric David, Chelsea Morganne and Rachael Emily Weiss, children of David & Karen Myers Weiss.

Deaths

Services were held at our church on August 16th for Darlene Wilson, who passed away on August 12th. The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to her husband Walter, her children Doug & Pat, Kent & Kim, & David Wilson, & Sheryl & Karl Buschman and their families.

The prayers and sympathy of the congregation are also extended to Chuck & Eve Hawk and family upon the death of Eve’s sister, Selina Peterson; to Wayne & Jane Albert and Mark & Dana Grebey and family upon the death of Wayne’s mother and Dana’s grandmother, Doris Albert; and to Denny & Lisa Lehman and family upon the death of Lisa’s mother, Rosemary Fenton.

From our church’s mailbox

Dear Strongsville United Methodist Church,

Thank you very much for the Chapman Scholarship. I really appreciate it. The United Methodist Church has been an important part of my life and I appreciate the support you have given me towards my college education, both spiritually and financially.



Sincerely,
Nicole Burgund

(((((((((
To Pat Boyette and the Strongsville U.M. Women’s Chorus,

Thank you for the lovely card – but really I should be thanking all of you! You were so much fun to work with and the song was beautiful, thanks to you and Adeline! I enjoyed your fellowship and got to know some new women friends of our church a little bit better!

So instead – I thank you all!  You made a special day for our church very special.



Thanks again, Vickie Eicher

(((((((((
To all of my friends who sent me birthday cards on my 80th birthday, your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated.  Thank you!


In Christian Love, Marie Stands

(((((((((
Dear members of Strongsville UMC,


I want to thank you for your concern and prayers for my moving to my new environment from Richards Refuge. Let me impress on you that living in Elyria Methodist Village is an excellent experience. We are well fed and cared for; the inhabitants are friendly and easy to become acquainted with. So thank you for all your prayers, all the cards, letters and flowers that have come here from you, and all the visits. You are invited to come and visit and to move in, if that fits your situation.


I miss you and my love continues to all of you.



Yours in Christ, Dorothy Richards

Address:
Elyria United Methodist Village





      807 West Avenue, Elyria, OH 44035


(((((((((
Dear Friends,


Thank you for attending Brookside Center’s 2002 Footloose Theater benefit! You are helping people in need have enough food for their families. You are also helping people have the necessary support, resources, and educational opportunities that help overcome poverty and crisis.


With love and appreciation we thank you for working with us to bring hope into people’s lives!



Brookside Center Staff & Volunteers


                             

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands!

                              




Serve the Lord with gladness!

                        


Come into His presence with singing!

                                                             












Psalm 100: 1-2
HEY YOU – THIS MEANS YOU – and me – and all of us together should do just that – MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD!  At Strongsville UMC we are blessed to have so many different ways to share in making noise in each of the following groups. Please consider prayerfully which door you should be opening to add your own noise to our worship. 

· The Sanctuary Choir rehearses on Wednesdays from 8:00 – 9:30 pm and sings each Sunday and for special services. Rehearsals begin on August 28th with our first worship service on September 8th. The choir is open to adults and high school students.  There are no special vocal requirements or prior experience needed. This is a friendly group, eager to welcome you. We have lots of seats to fill and voices of every kind are needed to make our worship as meaningful as possible. While regular rehearsals are necessary, allowances are made for absences due to personal commitments. Don Shearer (846-1916), the director of this choir, would be happy to answer any questions you might have. Choir members should save the date of September 8 for the annual Sanctuary Choir picnic at the home of Jim & Ruth Brickley.  

· Our handbell choir, The Crossroads Ringers, rehearses on Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 and plays during both services on the 3rd Sunday of each month and for special services. This inclusive group ranges in age from high school students to senior citizens. Bell ringing does require the ability to read music and count. There is a need for regular “ding-a-lings” and also for substitutes. Please contact Don Shearer (846-1916) if you would like more information about this group.

· The Youth Choir, The Commitments, invites all youth in 6th grade through high school to praise God with upbeat sacred choral music. This group rehearses on Thursdays from 8 – 8:30 pm (beginning September 5) and sings at both services on the 1st Sunday of each month. This choir is directed by Vickie Eicher (238-0471). Call her if you have questions.

· We are blessed to have two children’s choirs which add their joyful noise to our worship services each month. The Joyful Noise Angels is for children in Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades. They practice on Thursdays from 7:30 – 8 pm and sing on the 4th Sunday of each month at both services. The Rainbow Express is for children in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades. They practice on Thursdays from 8 – 8:30 pm and sing at both services on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Both choirs begin practices on September 5. These choirs are a wonderful way for your children to begin their service to the church by sharing their voices. Your children do not have to be in Logos to be in the children’s choirs. To find out more about either of these choirs, call Shirley Oltman (572-1319), the director.

· Moving 4Word is a group of vocalists and instrumentalists who provide contemporary Christian music for our Contemporary Worship Service each Saturday at 5 pm. The group currently needs vocalists, a percussionist and a keyboard player. Please call Pastor Paula (238-6135) if you would like more information.

Reasons to join the choir…

The brilliant Christian psychiatrist, Dr. Walter Menninger, said that singing in a church choir was very helpful to him. After an exhausting day at work, he found it inspirational and soothing to go to choir practice at his church. The music enabled him to put the stress of his day behind him, get in touch with something beautiful and holy, and end the day relaxed and uplifted.

    Ask a choir member what singing in a choir does for him or her. It's very likely that you'll find he or she gets great joy in serving the Lord through singing. And remember, also, there is wonderful fellowship among choir members. Singing in a choir is a good way to make new friends. Try it.

Remember the Food Bank!


Our congregation donated 17 bags of food plus $100 cash to the Strongsville Emergency Food Bank in July.  In a thank-you note to our church, Coordinator Ann Miley says, “The food bank can only continue its mission because of the generosity of congregations like yours.  Your support is such a blessing.  Thank you!”


If you would like to donate to the food bank, put your items on the table across from Greg’s office downstairs. Items especially needed at this time include spaghetti sauce, cereal, peanut butter, canned meat or meat products (tuna, Spam, etc.), and whole meals (Hamburger Helper, LaChoy, etc.)  Monetary donations can also be placed in the offering plate in an envelope marked “Food Bank.”

Be a lively Christian


A man once told a pastor that he wanted to become a member of the church. "But," he said, "I'm very busy, so don't ask me to join a committee, teach a class or sing in the choir. Spare me from anything that would take up my time, and don't be surprised if I'm not in worship very often."


The pastor thought for a moment, and then replied, "I believe you're at the wrong church. The church you're looking for is 10 blocks down the street."


The man followed the pastor's directions and soon came to an abandoned, boarded-up church building. It was a dead church - out of business.


May each of us always be alive to the ministry of the Lord's church. Remember that lively Christians make churches that are alive.
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There are many changes in the season of Autumn.
The leaves may change color, the air may become cooler
and we may go to a new classroom or school.

Find the Bible verse below. First fit the words from
the list into the crossword puzzle squares. Then
transfer the words in the boxes to the matching blank
lines below. To learn more, read Ecclesiastes 3:1.
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